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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 6, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a Special Meeting on Wednesday, 

March 6, 2019 at 7:05 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education Conference Room, 501 Kings 

Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Richard D’Amico 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Charlie Rowan; Felicia Watson 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Edward Jones, Open Space Manager; 

Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant Planning Director, members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kevin Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:21 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Nelson North and Milan Bull to sit as full members. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund – The commission acknowledged the 

status of the fund.   

 

Mr. Carey noted that the property at 760 Oldfield Road was approved for purchase by 

the Board of Selectmen and the RTM and that they are trying to set a closing date.   

 

2. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of November 28, 2018 – 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Milan Bull seconded to approve the Conservation 

Commission Minutes of November 28, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of February 6, 

2019:  Nelson North moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to approve the 

Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2019. Motion 

passed unanimously. 
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5. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for November 1, 2018, November 28, 2018, and 

February 6, 2019:  Catherine O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to 

approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of November 1, 2018, November 28, 2018, 

and February 6, 2019.  

 

B. Committee Reports 

 

1. Final Report of the Open Space Regulations Subcommittee to the Full 

Conservation Commission 

 

Mr. Carey gave a brief history of the Subcommittee and reported that he and Ms. 

O’Donnell have put together a document that outlines the work of the Subcommittee 

over the course of the last year and summarizes their final recommendations. Ms. 

O’Donnell gave an overview of the work that has been done by the Subcommittee 

and the different options that were reviewed.   

 

Mr. Carey noted that the Lake Mohegan Management Plan needs to be updated.  He 

has proposal from OneNature, LLC to draft an updated management plan.  He 

requested permission from the Commission to move ahead with the process of 

updating the management plan while the Commission continues to discuss any 

implementation of the Subcommittee’s Open Space Regulations report.  He noted that 

the cost of this is already in the operating budget.   

 

Ms. O’Donnell summarized the different options that the subcommittee reviewed and 

reported that subcommittee ultimately voted to recommend the development of an 

off-leash permit program.  This off-leash permit program would apply to the Lake 

Mohegan, Hoyden’s Hill, Brett Woods, and South Pine Creek Open Spaces.  Leashed 

dogs would still be allowed at all open spaces without a permit.  This program is 

hoped to generate revenue which they hope would help to fund more enforcement.   

 

It was noted that any changes to the regulations will require a public hearing, and that 

the implementation of a permit program may require approval from other governing 

bodies of the Town.  A ‘Permit Committee’ may be formed to facilitate the 

development of the permit program, including the rules and regulation, education 

tools and an adaptive management plan.   

 

Mr. Carey noted that he has spoken with Anthony Calabrese about separating the 

Open Space regulations from the Parks and Recreation and the Marina regulations. 

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to approve the request for 

the proposal for OneNature, LLC to draft an updated management plan for the Lake 

Mohegan Open Space.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Ms. O’Donnell noted that the full Commission should vote on the off-leash permit 

programs by August 2019 at the latest if they want to implement the program for July 

2020. 
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II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 2019-2020 FY Conservation Budget Request (status) –  

 

Mr. Carey stated the Board of Selectmen met and did note that they are able to fund a 

new Conservation Crew position.  The budget still needs to pass through the Board of 

Finance and the RTM.  

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Eagle Scout Project of Will Huckins, Boy Scout Troop 199:Lake Mohegan Trail 

Blazing, Signage and Trail Safety Markers. 

 

Mr. Jones reported that Mr. Huckins is working on an Eagle Scout project that involves 

putting markers on a trail at Lake Mohegan.  These markers can be GPS located on a map 

that will be available for emergency responders if there are injuries on the trail.  The 

markers will be on 6” x 6” pressure treated posts, approximately 4 feet above the ground, 

with numeric routing numbers that correspond to a map designation.  Mr. Huckins is 

focusing on the lower southeast part of the yellow trail at Lake Mohegan.  Mr. Jones 

noted that at some point, QR markers can be fixed to the posts for information or 

geocaching.  

 

B. Request of Attorney William Fitzpatrick on behalf of Black Rock Realty, LLC to 

permit an encroachment into the Conservation Open Space and Public Access 

Easement within the Metro Center Conservation Area at 219 Ash Creek Boulevard 

(f/k/a 21 Black Rock Turnpike)  
 

Mr. Carey noted that this request has been withdrawn.   

 

C. The Greater Fairfield Board of Realtors – Installation of Park Benches – Ash Creek 

Open Space Area – Shoreham Terrace 

 

Mr. Carey reported that the Fairfield Board of Realtors has been working with the 

Department of Economic Development looking to create ‘pocket parks’.  They contacted 

him about this location, on Shoreham Terrace next to Riverside Drive.  This area is 

contract mowed in the summer and would only involve pouring a couple concrete pads.  

The Greater Fairfield Board of Realtors will pay to have the benches installed.   It was the 

consensus of the Commission to approve the installation of park benches in the Open 

Space area on Shoreham Terrace. 

 

C. Plan of Conservation and Development – Discussion of Town-Wide Open Space 

Program (Power Point Presentation by Brian Carey & Emmeline Harrigan, TPZ. 
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Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant Planning Director for the Town of Fairfield, gave a brief 

overview of the Town’s Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD).  She noted that 

she has been working with Mr. Carey on the Open Space component of this plan.  Mr. 

Carey then gave an overview of the Open Space areas in Fairfield, the acquisition process 

of Open Space areas, and the goals of the town regarding Open Space and deed restricted 

areas.  

 

David Brant, Executive Director of Aspetuck Land Trust, spoke about the Green Corridor 

Initiative that Aspetuck Land Trust has been working on.  This corridor is their vision to 

protect open space, specifically in two focus areas – one in the Greenfield Hill/Southport 

area of Fairfield and one on the Weston/Wilton border.  This initiative aims to protect the 

large open space parcels in these focus areas, while also engaging the homeowners that 

live within these areas to find ways to increase biodiversity on their property.   

 

Mr. Carey stated that the biggest issue in the open space areas is public encroachment.  

He noted that they do try to resolve these encroachments as they are found.  Other issues 

include vandalism, erosion, invasive species and funding for long term maintenance.   

 

Mr. Carey noted that the Conservation Department’s goals in conjunction with the POCD 

is to update and expand the existing open space mapping, create an open space inventory 

and acquisition plan, and to put together and open space capital improvement plan.   

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. Conservation Crew Work Summary – Informational.  

 

 

V. OTHER  
 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:39 p.m. by Elizabeth Jones, 

and seconded by Catherine O’Donnell.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 


