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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

OPEN SPACE REGULATIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES OF April 25, 2018 

The Open Space Regulations Review Committee of the Conservation Commission of the Town 

of Fairfield held a Meeting on Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Board of Education 

Seminar Room 295 A & B, 501 Kings Highway, Fairfield, Connecticut 06824. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Milan Bull, Committee Chairman; Felicia B. Watson, Committee 

Secretary; Jennifer Hauhuth; Elizabeth Jones; Catherine O’Donnell 

MEMBERS ABSENT: none 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; 

Anthony Zemba, Certified Ecologist & Soil Scientist at Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.; members of 

the public  

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. O’Donnell called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and set forth the 

order of meeting proceedings. 

Ms. Watson moved, and Mr. Bull seconded, to make Catherine O’Donnell the new Sub-

Committee Chairman.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

A. Bills and Communications 

1. Approval of Draft Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations Review 

Committee Meeting Minutes March 27, 2018: Ms. Watson moved and Ms. Jones 

seconded to approve the Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations Review 

Committee Meeting Minutes of March 27, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Discussion by Anthony Zemba from Fitzgerald & Halliday regarding Impacts from 

Dogs on the Natural Flora and Fauna  

Mr. Carey asked Anthony Zemba, an ecologist from Fitzgerald & Halliday, to speak to 

the Conservation Commission, as his unique knowledge of the area and local flora and 

fauna are relevant to Fairfield’s open space areas.  He noted that Mr. Zemba’s aim is to 

provide broad background information to the committee, and is not specific to Fairfield’s 

open spaces.   

Mr. Zemba stated that he is a certified ecologist with experience in natural resource 

management, specializing in environmental impact analysis.  He was asked to address the 

issue of dog use in natural areas. In 2013 he had a similar issue at the Trout Brook Valley 

Conservation Area, where they were preparing a Conservation Management Plan.  He 

acknowledged that the issue is a complex, emotional and polarizing issue.  He noted that 

the best way to approach the issue is to go to the literature and read all the different types 

of studies that have been done.  He has found that a common thread in these studies is 

that there are adverse impacts associated with the presence of domestic dogs in natural 

preserves.  He noted that some species are more susceptible to this impact than others.  
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This impact can become very significant when you are dealing with rare species, those 

that are endangered, threatened or of special concern. There is also a concern about the 

improper sanitary conditions that can come from the intense use of natural preserves, 

such as dog waste that does not get cleaned up.  

Mr. Zemba noted that some municipalities have set up dog parks to combat this issue.  He 

recognizes that this is not an easy solution, as the dog park can also concentrate the 

problems, such as the possibilities of altercations and the concentration of waste.  

The Commission spoke at length with Mr. Zemba about the impact of human and 

domestic dogs on natural resources.  It was noted several times that the recurring issue 

with many of the possible solutions was non-compliance and enforcement. 

Ms. O’Donnell inquired about the last time an inventory of receptor species on Lake 

Mohegan and other open space areas. Mr. Carey noted that the last management plan for 

Lake Mohegan is from 1990.  He believes it would be feasible to go through and do an 

inventory of the flora and fauna at Lake Mohegan.  There was some discussion about the 

methods that are used to update the management plan, and the best way to do it.    

The commission noted that they are trying to find a balance, to protect natural resources 

while allowing people to enjoy the open spaces.  Fencing riparian areas that are sensitive 

to erosion was discussed briefly. 

 

C. Review Draft of Proposed Online Survey 

It was noted that the intent of the survey is to get a sense of the community and their 

usage of the town’s open space areas.  Ms. O’Donnell stated that an introduction should 

be included, so the public knows why the survey was developed.  The committee 

reviewed the draft questions of the proposed online survey and made some minor 

changes to direct the focus of the questions.  The survey will be go live before the 

summer begins, and will be available on the town website for about a month.  Publicity 

for the survey was discussed, including a press release, the Q-notify system, and social 

media.  Mr. Carey will send a revised survey to the Commission members before the 

survey goes up on the town website. 

 

D. Discussion regarding Feasibility of a Dog Park and Potential Locations  

Mr. Bull noted that he does not believe that the development of a dog park should be 

under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission.  The Commission members 

agreed that they can make a recommendation for the town to look into the feasibility of a 

dog park and it may be a topic that includes multiple town departments.  Ms. Hauhuth 

noted that Weston just voted to put together a dog park.  

Ms. O’Donnell noted that the next meeting should include a discussion about the 

enforcement of regulations.  She tasked the committee members to research what other 

communities are doing to aid in the solution of enforcement, including fees, spot checks, 

and other creative solution.  Ms. Watson recognized that the enforcement issue is also a 

financial issue.   



Open Space Regulations Review Committee Meeting April 25, 2018 

-3- 

Mr. Bull asked Mr. Zemba about the ranger program at Trout Brook Valley.  Mr. Zemba 

noted that this program has been successful.  The ranger at Trout Brook Valley is part 

time, and they do not issue fines or tickets for the infractions, but report the incidents to 

the police.   

The next meeting will be scheduled for after the survey has concluded, so the results of 

the survey can be discussed.  The date is to be determined.   

 

B.  Dog Leash Regulations For Town Open Spaces – Committee Discussion – no action. 

 

III. Adjournment – There being no further business, Milan Bull moved and Jennifer Hauhuth 

seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 


