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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

OPEN SPACE REGULATIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES OF September 25, 2018 

The Open Space Regulations Review Committee of the Conservation Commission of the Town 

of Fairfield held a Meeting on Tuesday, Sept 25, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Museum and 

History Center Meeting Room, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield CT.  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Catherine O’Donnell, Committee Chairman; Felicia B. Watson, 

Committee Secretary; Jennifer Hauhuth; Elizabeth Jones; Milan Bull 

MEMBERS ABSENT: none 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; 

members of the public  

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. O’Donnell called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and set forth the 

order of meeting proceedings. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

A. Bills and Communications 

1. Approval of Draft Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations Review 

Committee Meeting Minutes July 18, 2018:  Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth 

Jones seconded to approve the Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations 

Review Committee Meeting Minutes of July 18, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Review of Previous Meeting Outcomes and Suggestions to Prioritize Options  

Ms. O’Donnell noted that in reviewing all of the ideas discussed at previous meetings, the 

option at the top of the list is the feasibility of an off leash permit program.  Mr. Carey 

stated that he has drafted an off leash permit program, which would be run through the 

Conservation Department and would be an annual permit program that will allow off-

leash dogs in four Open Space areas.  He noted that he has reviewed similar programs 

throughout the United States and has spoken with various town and county governments 

about their programs.  Mr. Carey summarized the proposed program for the Commission, 

noting that he has already reviewed it with the Town Clerk and Captain Don Smith, and 

is awaiting comments from Paul Miller, Animal Control Officer.  As a part of this 

program, both the dog and the owner would need to wear a visible permit so that both can 

be easily identified.  The proposed Open Space Off-Leash Dog Permit Program would be 

run similar to the Town’s Shellfishing program. On-leash dogs would still be allowed at 

all Open Space areas.   

It was noted that Animal Control would continue to do to the enforcements, and the 

violations would be reported to the Police Department and the Conservation Department. 

Mr. Bull asked if the fees collected would be able to be used to increase enforcement.  
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Mr. Carey noted that he will need to check the state statutes, because unless it is 

specified, the fees collected from the permits would go into the Town’s general fund.  

Ms. Watson noted that she thinks this proposal is a great compromise for both sides of 

the issue and was very happy to see four Open Space Areas as part of the program.  She 

thanked Mr. Carey for the work that was put into it.   

The Committee reviewed the sections of the program – the rules and regulations, 

procedures and requirements, violations and penalties, and implementation.  Mr. Carey 

added that the penalties schedule may need RTM approval. The permits will be valid 

from July 1- June 30 each year, similar to the dog licenses.  Most of the permit process 

should be able to be done through the mail.   

Ms. Watson suggested that they may want to consider a grace period for out of town 

residents who are unaware of the new regulations.  It was noted that new signage will 

need to be put up at all Open Space areas.  Social media will be helpful to raise 

awareness of any new regulations.  It was also noted that the websites featuring Lake 

Mohegan as a dog park should be contacted with any updates to the regulations.  

Ms. Jones noted that she would like the Conservation Commission to consider closing 

Lake Mohegan to dogs for 2-3 months, both so that deferred maintenance can be done to 

the Open Space and to allow fisherman and other groups use of the Open Space without 

disruption from dogs. She feels that this property is being used to the exclusion of other 

groups.  It was suggested that line receptacles should be placed for the fishermen as well.  

Ms. O’Donnell noted that this idea can be placed in the recommendation to the 

Commission for discussion.  She also mentioned the idea of allowing off-leash dogs on 

only even or odd days of the week.   

Ms. O’Donnell noted that an assessment should be done after the program has been 

implemented to make sure it is running smoothly.  Mr. Bull also noted that some of the 

areas where the dogs enter the water can be improved, both to benefit the dogs and the 

natural resources.   

Ms. O’Donnell noted the committee will refine this proposal based on their discussion 

and public comments received at the meeting and online, and present that to the 

Conservation Commission for a final vote.  She also suggested that it would be a good 

idea to have someone speak to the town Hingham, MA, to see how their similarly run 

program has fared. Mr. Carey was asked to put together a budget for the program.  Ms. 

O’Donnell would like to have the committee meet one more time before the final 

recommendation is presented to the full Commission, at either the November or 

December meeting, so that any new program can be implemented June 2019. 

Ms. O’Donnell thanked Mr. Carey for the work that he put into the program. 

 

B. Discussion regarding feasibility Off Leash Dog Permit Program – discussed above 

 

C. Recommendations for Follow-Up – Draft of final report to Conservation 

Commission – discussed above 
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III. Public Comment  

Public comment began at 7:51 pm.  Ms. O’Donnell asked that the comments be limited to 4 

minutes per person.   Of the members of the public who were present, 10 people spoke to the 

Commission.  Many of the comments were about the self-policing habits of the people at Lake 

Mohegan and need for the rules to be defined, clearly visible, and enforced.  Some comments 

asked for clarifications of the definitions within the proposed regulations.  Many of those that 

spoke would like to see the regulations remain as is rather than implement a new permitting 

process. 

 

IV. Adjournment – There being no further business, Elizabeth Jones moved and Jennifer 

Hauhuth seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


