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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

OPEN SPACE REGULATIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 18, 2018 

The Open Space Regulations Review Committee of the Conservation Commission of the Town 

of Fairfield held a Meeting on Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Museum 

and History Center Meeting Room, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield CT.  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Milan Bull, Committee Chairman; Felicia B. Watson, Committee 

Secretary; Jennifer Hauhuth; Elizabeth Jones; Catherine O’Donnell  

MEMBERS ABSENT: none 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; 

members of the public  

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. O’Donnell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and set forth the 

order of meeting proceedings. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

A. Bills and Communications 

1. Approval of Draft Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations Review 

Committee Meeting Minutes April 25, 2018:  Milan Bull moved and Jennifer 

Hauhuth seconded to approve the Conservation Commission Open Space Regulations 

Review Committee Meeting Minutes of April 25, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Review of Online Survey Results and Discussion 

Ms. O’Donnell reported that the online survey ran for about 8 weeks.  Mr. Carey noted that 

the survey was closed at the beginning of July and that there were over 1000 respondents.  

He briefly summarized the results of the survey questions. The subcommittee noted results of 

interest from the survey, such as the heaviest days and times of usage.   

Ms. Jones called attention to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Management Plan, noting that 

although the plan has a section about fishing at the open space, it does not address dog-

walking, yet many fisherman do not use this space anymore because of the presence of dogs.  

She noted that the Lake Mohegan Open Space Management Plan is what the Conservation 

Commission should be adhering to.  Ms. Jones also noted that she spoke with Paul Miller, 

Animal Control Officer, prior to the meeting and that there have been no enforcement efforts 

at Lake Mohegan since April.  She stated that she observes many of the rules are not being 

followed, and that self-policing efforts do not work.  She also noted the excessive wear and 

tear on the trails at Lake Mohegan and suggested that closing off the trails for a period of 

time may help the land to recover.  
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B. Review of Previous Meeting Outcomes and Suggestions to Prioritize Options 

Ms. O’Donnell distributed a list of recommendations and options that have come forward 

based on public input, committee research and various professional recommendations that 

have been presented at the sub-committee meetings.  The options that were mentioned 

included: keeping the existing regulations unchanged, not allowing any dogs on all open 

space areas, only allowing leashed dogs on open space areas, allowing unleashed dogs at 

only specific locations within open space areas, allowing dogs at only specific times of day 

or year, and the development of an off-leash permit program.  

Most of the discussion was focused on developing an off-leash permit program.  It was 

mentioned that this program may produce a stream of revenue for the town and would help 

people to be accountable for their dogs.  Concerns for this program included the enforcement 

of the permits and determining which town department would be in charge of the permits.  It 

was discussed that instead of requiring the dogs to be trained in order to obtain the permit, 

the permits could be issued to applicants, but would be able to be revoked if issues arise.   

Mr. Bull noted that fencing off the critically, most environmentally sensitive areas, such as 

the riparian areas, may help with the overuse of Lake Mohegan, and over time, the areas can 

be improved.  Ms. Jones noted that she would like to restore balance to the use of the open 

space areas, perhaps closing Lake Mohegan to dogs for a period of time annually.  During 

this closed time, environmentally sensitive areas can be identified and protected.  It was 

noted that the intent for Lake Mohegan is not a dog park. Ms. O’Donnell noted that having 

only one area, such as Lake Mohegan, where dogs are allowed off-leash, with permits, would 

make it easier to enforce than allowing off-leash on all of the open space areas.  

The sub-committee is in agreement that they will recommend off-lease use at Lake Mohegan, 

with the development of a permit program, while the other open space areas will be on-leash.  

A second off-leash area on the other side of town may be considered as well.  Mr. Carey 

stated that he will work on the framework for the permitting process for the next meeting.  

Ms. O’Donnell would like to have the recommendation presented to the Conservation 

Commission at October or November Conservation Committee meeting.  The sub-committee 

will meet again in September, to work on finalizing the recommendation, and public 

comment should be included at this meeting.   

Mr. Bull noted again the protection of critical areas, as Lake Mohegan is a priority for 

maintenance due to its overuse.  It was also mentioned that some off-leash some training 

programs should be made available.   

The idea of dog park was also mentioned briefly, and it was noted that it should be addressed 

in the recommendation to the Commission that this had been discussed as an option.  

 

C. Discussion Regarding Feasibility of Off Leash Dog Permit Program – discussed 

above. 

 

D. Recommendations for Follow-Up – Draft of final report to Conservation 

Commission - discussed above 
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III. Adjournment – There being no further business, Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Milan Bull 

seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


