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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

OPEN SPACE REGULATIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 1, 2017 

The Open Space Regulations Review Committee of the Conservation Commission of the Town 

of Fairfield held a Meeting on Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. in the First Floor 

Conference Room of The Honorable John J. Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, 

Fairfield, Connecticut. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Elizabeth Jones; Felicia B. Watson; Milan Bull; Catherine O’Donnell; 

Jennifer Hauhuth 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:34 a.m.  

Felicia Watson moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to elect Milan Bull to serve as the chair of 

this Committee. Motion passed unanimously. 

Catherine O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to elect Felicia Watson to serve as 

secretary of this Committee. Motion passed unanimously. 

I. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Dog Leash Regulations For Town Open Spaces 

Milan Bull suggested that the Committee set up a meeting schedule, meeting once a 

month for five months. At the end of the five-month period, this Committee will make a 

recommendation to the Conservation Commission. It was the consensus of the 

Committee that there should be three public hearings before the recommendation is made 

to the Conservation Commission.  

Felicia Watson brought the focus to the purpose of the committee. Brian Carey stated that 

everything in the packet given to the committee members is on the website as well to 

make it publicly available. Jennifer Hauhuth stated that the Committee should review 

everything it can from all view points, gather information on how the various Town of 

Fairfield Open Space Areas are used, and to gather input from all members of the town, 

whether citizens or employees. 

Elizabeth Jones recommended that the public hearings be scheduled in the evening so 

they will be more convenient for most people to attend. 

Catherine O’Donnell expressed the importance of finding out why the Lake Mohegan 

Open Space Area came to be used as it currently is, especially with respect to people and 

dogs (and compare to other open space areas). It was noted that because there is no 

monitor on site, it would be difficult to get usage statistics. 

Elizabeth Jones stated that Lake Mohegan Open Space Area is identified as a dog park 

online on Google Earth and the Fairfield County Dog Parks website. 

Catherine O’Donnell read the relevant motion from the Conservation Commission 

regular meeting held October 18, 2017: “draft regulations requiring dogs to be on leash at 
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all times in Town of Fairfield Open Space areas.” It was agreed that this is the 

committee’s charge. Before regulations can be drafted, information needs to be gathered. 

Elizabeth Jones will talk to the Fairfield Police Department. 

Felicia Watson will talk to the Parks and Recreation Department, get contact information 

about the dog park at Waveny for Milan Bull, and reach out to the Town of Easton. 

Catherine O’Donnell will talk to Fairfield Animal Control. 

Milan Bull will talk to the Town of Westport and New Canaan regarding the dog park at 

Waveny Park. 

Jennifer Hauhuth will compile leash law-type regulations from nearby towns and talk to 

Aspetuck Land Trust. 

Committee members will report at the next meeting on their findings. 

Milan Bull stated that he spoke to First Selectman Mike Tetreau yesterday who is in 

favor of having multiple meetings and public hearings. Milan Bull also emphasized the 

importance of transparency and stated that everything will be put online, including 

recordings of the meetings. 

Next, Milan Bull moved on to the topic of potential options and distributed a list of 

options. 

Milan Bull stated that First Selectman Tetreau suggested setting specific days for off-

leash time. Another option is restricting off-leash time to certain times of day or certain 

times of year. Seasonal leash regulations could also offer protection for certain wildlife. 

Another option is setting aside a fenced-in area at Lake Mohegan for a formal dog park. 

Felicia Watson suggested that perhaps Hoyden’s Hill would be a good location for that. 

Catherine O’Donnell offered that visitor density is probably an issue, too, as well as the 

narrowness of the paths. Another option would be to first change the regulations to 

require leashes at all times at all open spaces, and then subsequently find/develop another 

location as a dog park (either in a Town of Fairfield Open Space Area or at another 

location). Milan Bull also offered the suggestion of a “Voice and Sight” tag program 

similar that that in Boulder, Colorado for those who wish to be allowed to have their dog 

off leash in an open space. Such a program would require the dog and owner to attend 

training and pass a test to get an off-leash permit tag. The last option would be to make 

no changes to the current regulations. 

Felicia Watson raised the issue of enforcement as a consideration.  

Milan Bull stated that open space areas are, by definition, multi-use areas. He opined that 

the best practice would be to have dogs on-leash so that all can enjoy open space areas. 

He further stated that the Town of Fairfield currently has no leash ordinance.  

It was noted that the RTM would need to be involved if funding is needed. 

Another problem Milan Bull highlighted with off-leash dogs at open spaces is that one 

purpose of open space is to promote biodiversity, and off leash dogs sometimes chase 

wildlife out of its habitat. 



Open Space Regulations Review Committee Meeting Nov. 1, 2017 

-3- 

Elizabeth Jones stated that some places require dogs to be over the age of 7 months if 

they are to be allowed in an off-leash area. Other requirements could include that the 

animal is spayed/neutered, up to date on vaccinations, and licensed. She further suggested 

that the committee should revisit the signage, fines, and rules posted at Town Open Space 

Areas. 

Ed Jones stated that enforcement is a current difficulty. The dog warden is responsible for 

enforcement. Not all Town Open Space Areas have signs. The assumption is that the 

rules and regulations apply to all open space property.  

Jennifer Hauhuth stated that the Aspetuck Land Trust/Trout Brook website says to go to 

Fairfield if you want to let dog off-leash. 

Catherine O’Donnell suggested that the committee do a scan to find out where it is 

communicated that Lake Mohegan is a dog park. She highlighted the idea that 

communication is critical for success here.  

Milan Bull stated that it is important here to pass a regulation even if enforcement will be 

difficult.  

Catherine O’Donnell noticed that there are many complaints in letters about the 

narrowness of trails and the difficulty to pass. She stated that perhaps this should be a 

consideration as to from which locations dogs should be prohibited, as this is a safety 

issue. It was agreed that existing trails should not be widened to accommodate people 

walking their dogs.  

Milan Bull mentioned that the rule is that dogs and people must stay on trails. It was the 

consensus of the committee that this is often difficult to do with dogs off leash. It was 

noted that one person may walk up to three dogs at a time. There was interest expressed 

in revisiting this rule. 

Milan Bull stated that the draft list of options and suggestions will be public available on 

the website. It was the consensus of the committee that the public should look at this and 

be heard at a public hearing. He expressed confidence that a reasonable solution can be 

reached. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., location to be 

determined. Public comment will be held at the meeting after the committee members 

report on their assigned tasks. 

The Committee will give updates at Conservation Commission meetings but no public 

comment will be held at Conservation Commission meetings on the Committee’s 

updates. 

II. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business, Catherine O’Donnell moved and 

Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:19 a.m. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robin Fukuyama 


