
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4Vns8ryFMY 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE 

ORDERS 7B and 9H, THE TOWN IS CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA WEBEX ONLY 

AND TAKING LIVE PUBLIC COMMENT VIA WEBEX DURING THE MEETING. 

Public Comment: 

 Please email Jennifer Carpenter at jcarpenter@fairfieldct.org by noon on Monday, 

December 21, 2020 if you wish to make a comment during the meeting pertaining to an 

agenda item.  You will then receive Webex instructions via email.   

 The public may also send their comments before or after the meeting to the following email: 

bos@fairfieldct.org. As you would in a public meeting, please include your name and home 

address with your comment. All comments received and verified will be included in the 

minutes with your name and home address, but your email address will be excluded. 

 Back-up documents relating to the agenda items can be found at 

https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas. 

Non-Public Comment – To View Meeting or Listen Only: 

 FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision customers and 6010 for 

Frontier Cable customers); FairTV’s website, https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government  

 You can also listen by phone: 667-776-9044 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FINAL MINUTES 

Monday, December 21, 2020 

4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December  

21, 2020 via Webex in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectman Thomas M. Flynn (via 

phone), Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz  

OTHERS PRESENT: Mark Joyella, TPZ director Jim Wendt, Town Attorney Jim Baldwin, 

Engineering Manager Bill Hurley, Purchasing Director Gerald Foley 

 

1)  CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.  

 

2)  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) FIRST SELECTWOMAN  

To approve Board of Selectmen meeting dates for Calendar Year 2021: 

January 4 and 25*    July 12*** and 19 

February 1 and 22**    August 2 and 16 

March 15     September 13**** and 20 

April 5 and 19     October 4 and 18 

May 3 and 17     November 1 and 15 

June 7 and 21     December 6 and 20 

*Due to Martin Luther King Day holiday on 1/18  

**Due to President’s Day holiday on 2/15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4Vns8ryFMY
mailto:jcarpenter@fairfieldct.org
mailto:bos@fairfieldct.org
https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas
https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government


***Due to Independence Day holiday on 7/5 

****Due to Labor Day holiday on 9/6 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to waive the reading of the dates listed.  Selectman Flynn 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve 

the meeting dates for the calendar year 2021.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

4) FIRST SELECTWOMAN  

To approve Budget meeting dates for Calendar Year 2021:  

 

a) Board of Selectmen Public Budget Hearing Dates:  

March   01 Monday   10:00 am – 5:00 pm*  

02 Tuesday   10:00 am – 5:00 pm*  

03 Wednesday  10:00 am – 5:00 pm* (snow day/if needed)  

*Includes a midday break  

 

b) Board of Selectmen Public Executive Sessions:  

March   08 Monday   10:00 am – Final Deliberations & Vote**  

09 Tuesday   10:00 am – Snow day/if needed ** 

**No public comment and includes a mid-day break 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to waive reading the budget meeting dates listed.  

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. Selectman Flynn made a 

motion to approve the Budget meeting dates for calendar year 2021.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

   

5) APPOINTMENT 

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment: 

FairTV Commission (requires RTM approval) 

Mark J. Joyella (D), 64 Shoreham Village Drive, term 07/20-07/23 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve the appointment of Mark Joyella to the FairTV 

Commission.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick welcomed Mr. Joyella and thanked him for stepping up to serve in this 

capacity.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said this position had been vacant for a time and she is thrilled to 

see Mr. Joyella’s resume.  She said he will bring a lot of information and fresh ideas to the 

Commission.  Selectman Flynn welcomed Mr. Joyella and wished him the best of luck in his new 

position and said he looked forward to Mr. Joyella serving on the Commission. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

6) TOWN PLAN AND ZONING DIRECTOR (requires RTM approval)  

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution:             

RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield sell the property known as 216 Riverside Drive to 

the adjacent owner at 196 Riverside Drive for the sum of $22,500 by quit claim deed. 



Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 6.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Wendt explained that this land is wedge shaped and not buildable.  He said it has no practical 

future use for the Town.  Mr. Wendt said the land was acquired in 1958 through a tax foreclosure.  

He said the owner at 196 Riverside wanted to buy it and it was the only bid the Town received.  

Selectman Flynn wanted to know how the sale amount was determined.  Mr. Wendt said there was a 

minimum bid, but he wasn’t sure how much it was.  Town Attorney Baldwin said the Town 

appraisal was the minimum bid and it was the only bid to the Town for the property.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz asked if there was consideration to break up this land with the adjoining properties.  Mr. 

Wendt said it was considered, but 196 Riverside was the only neighbor who bid on it.  He said the 

other neighbors are aware of the transaction and are in agreement.  Mr. Wendt said the purchase has 

been approved by the Town Plan and Zoning Commission.  He said the money from the purchase 

will go into the Town’s general fund and not in the land acquisition fund which can be discussed at 

upcoming budget meetings if necessary. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

7) ENGINEERING MANAGER 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed contract 

with Milone & MacBroom, Inc. for Consulting Engineering Design Services for Grasmere 

Post Neighborhood Improvements, [per RFP #2021-25], in an amount not to exceed 

$120,800.00. Funding for this design services contract is available in account #22809010-

57000-020T2. 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 7.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   

 

Mr. Hurley said the approval of the proposed contract was made because Milone & MacBroom had 

the highest matrix score among the three consulting firms that bid.  He said the work will include 

new, wider sidewalks, ADA ramps on the sidewalks, driveway aprons and pedestrian signals.  Mr. 

Hurley said the Town has worked with this firm before and is happy with it.  He told Selectman 

Flynn that the project will take approximately eight months and depending on obtaining CT DOT 

permits, it could go a little longer.  Mr. Hurley said if this is approved, he can seek permits in 

January.  Selectman Flynn asked when improvements will be seen in these neighborhoods.  Mr. 

Hurley said around spring of 2022.  He said the Town will pay for the design, but 100% of eligible 

costs will be paid through a grant.  Mr. Hurley said in February 2019, the Town boards approved 

design costs.  He said Milone & MacBroom performed work at the railroad corridors around Mill 

Plain Road and parts of Southport. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

8) TOWN ATTORNEY (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the Town Attorney and Bond Counsel to 

approve an amendment to the bond resolution associated with the Board’s December 14, 

2020 approval for a Special Appropriation in the amount of $5,123,928 for the costs of 

purchasing land and existing buildings on the property known as 309 Barberry Road. (See 

attached bond resolution) 

 



Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 8.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

Town Attorney Baldwin explained that this item was put back on the agenda because there is a 

technical change that needs to be made per Bond Counsel.  He said the original bond language 

seemed to read that the parcel was only purchased for the Walter Fitzgerald High School campus.  

Town Attorney Baldwin said a significant part of the land is going to be used by the Town and not 

by the BOE.  He said this item will go before the BOF in a special meeting tonight and then to the 

RTM later tonight for approval. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

9) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$7,392.00 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 9.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  

The motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

10) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this  

Meeting  

 First Selectwoman Kupchick said she sent an email to the heads of both the BOF and the 

RTM regarding the Governor’s signed Executive Order on extending the tax deferment in January.  

She said there is a low interest tax plan or a tax payment deferment.  First Selectwoman Kupchick 

said Statute 9-R states that no approvals are needed by Town bodies if a Town is doing the same 

deferment as last time.  She said the January payment will not affect the budget so the Town will go 

through with the tax deferment.  She said the Tax Collector will post notices and send postcards to 

residents about this.   

 To hear an update on COVID-19 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said quarantine guidelines were updated by the CDC and the State.  

She said residents have been asked repeatedly to avoid gatherings for the holidays since there was a 

spike after Thanksgiving.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Health Department has been 

working around the clock to schedule vaccines to healthcare workers and first responders.  She 

thanked Health Director Sands Cleary and his staff for working so hard on all of this.    

 To hear an update on any other town matters 

With nothing further to update, Selectman Flynn wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah and a Happy New Year.  

 

11) ADJOURN 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to adjourn.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  The 

meeting adjourned at 4:31 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 

 
  
 


