
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Yyzrn9sUm4  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE 

ORDERS 7B and 9H, THE TOWN IS CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA WEBEX ONLY 

AND TAKING LIVE PUBLIC COMMENT VIA WEBEX DURING THE MEETING. 

Public Comment: 

 Please email Jennifer Carpenter at jcarpenter@fairfieldct.org by noon on Monday, 

December 14, 2020 if you wish to make a comment during the meeting pertaining to an 

agenda item.  You will then receive Webex instructions via email.   

 The public may also send their comments before or after the meeting to the following email: 

bos@fairfieldct.org. As you would in a public meeting, please include your name and home 

address with your comment. All comments received and verified will be included in the 

minutes with your name and home address, but your email address will be excluded. 

 Back-up documents relating to the agenda items can be found at 

https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas. 

Non-Public Comment – To View Meeting or Listen Only: 

 FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision customers and 6010 for 

Frontier Cable customers) & FairTV’s website, https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government  

 You can also listen by phone: 667-776-9044 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FINAL MINUTES 

Monday, December 14, 2020 

4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December  

7, 2020 via Webex in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectman Thomas M. Flynn (via 

phone), Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz  

OTHERS PRESENT: CFO Jared Schmitt, Superintendent of Schools Mike Cummings, FPS 

Executive Director of Operations Angelus Papageorge, Town Attorney Jim Baldwin, BOE 

Chairwoman Christine Vitale  

 

1)  CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm 

 

2)  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) FIRST SELECTWOMAN, SUPINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS & TOWN ATTORNEY 

 (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the First Selectwoman and the Superintendent 

of Schools for a Special Appropriation in the amount of $5,123,928 for the costs of 

purchasing land and existing buildings to operate the Walter Fitzgerald High School 

campus, moving costs, improvements related thereto and authorizing the issuance of bonds 

to finance such appropriation (See attached bond resolution). 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 3.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   
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Mr. Papageorge said he attached a new spreadsheet that pulled together and listed totals so the 

numbers were all together and no one had to go through them and add them up.  He said this 

purchase will cost $200,000 more in operating costs. Selectman Flynn asked to look at the closing 

and additional costs listed on the sheet.  He said there is a one-time amount of $75,573 that is being 

funded through various operating accounts.  Mr. Schmitt told the Board that the taxes are getting 

paid back to Giant Steps as part of the overall acquisition agreement and it was factored in as part of 

the property was taxed this year.  He said Giant Steps had filed an appeal because it is exempt, but 

didn’t file papers by a certain time and received a tax bill.  Town Attorney Baldwin said the 

property has always been exempt and it was never taxed until a recent assessment where the Tax 

Assessor took part of the property and considered it taxable.  He said there is an appeals trial 

scheduled for January.  Selectman Flynn asked if most of the costs had already been incurred.  

Attorney Baldwin replied that the tax transaction is contingent upon the sale.  Mr. Schmitt added 

that the rest of the money is related to closing costs.  Mr. Papageorge explained the difference 

between the new costs for operations $376,000 versus $143,000 by telling the Board that the new 

amount included bond costs which the BOE didn’t have with the current property’s lease.  He said 

if Boards decide to keep the current location there would be additional funds to keep that facility 

running.  He said the Bridgeport Diocese wants to sell the building.  Mr. Papageorge said Colliers 

did a walk thru and said there could be up to $10.3 million in costs to purchase the current building 

along with many unforeseen expenses to bring the building to code and compliance.  He said it 

could cost up to $700,000 per year to keep the current property and if the building sells and the 

Town doesn’t buy it, the lease would be over at the end of June and the school would have to 

relocate.  Selectman Flynn asked if other locations were explored.  Mr. Papageorge said the BOE 

had explored all avenues and Mr. Cummings commented that other properties were looked at, 

including some within the district.  He said the viability of placing the program in the district would 

have to be at a middle school or high school.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said the Giant Steps location 

has use for potential income outside of the school year.  Mr. Papageorge said that other viable 

options around Town didn’t fit the needs.  He said buying this property gives the BOE access to the 

whole property with a second building that can be used to potentially house ECC or Central Offices.  

BOE Chairwoman Christine Vitale said it could also be used for Senior Services.  She said the 

second building could be demolished to build something new.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said 

the Barberry Road property would be the permanent place for the alternative high school and there 

are so many more opportunities for the Town at this site.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz asked if the 

sustainable group in Town has been able to find any savings.  Mr. Papageorge said he hasn’t looked 

into sustainable energy yet; he wants to acquire the property first.  He said the roof is not old and 

the BOE can look into solar panels.  Mr. Papageorge said there is already natural gas in the 

building.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged resident Carrie Guttman who had sent an email 

requesting to make a comment at this meeting. Ms. Guttman of Mill Hill Terrace said that she is 

completely ecstatic a parent with a 12 year-old with special needs. She said buying this property is 

an investment in our kids and their future. She said this makes financial sense.  She said as a 

resident of Southport, she is glad this property won’t become an overdeveloped property and glad 

the Town will purchase this land.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked Ms. Guttman as well as, 

Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz for their support on the project which she said will be 

an asset to the community. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 



4) CHIEF FISCAL OFFICER (tabled from 12/07/20 BOS meeting) 

To hear, consider, and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed contract 

with Bench Strength Partners, Inc. for services related to the negotiation of lease agreements 

for the use of space on Town of Fairfield property for the placement of cellular antennas and 

related equipment. 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 4.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Mr. Schmitt said there were three questions from the last meeting that he was going to answer.  He 

said one question was if he had put this out to bid.  He responded that the wireless carrier 

companies are not responsive to solicitation; they use engineers to suggest tower locations to use 

because they know their needs.  Mr. Schmitt said wireless carriers approach the Town because they 

know where they want their towers.  He said the second question was related to cell towers and 

what carriers were on them.  Mr. Schmitt said Sprint, AT&T and Verizon are at the Congress Street 

Fire Station.  He said Sprint, AT&T and Verizon are at the Police Station and Sprint is at the 

windmill on Bronson Road.  Selectman Flynn asked why the concept was an issue if the leases are 

going on for a decade or more.  Mr. Schmitt said when he started this position, he was getting offers 

from cell companies that want to update and upgrade the towers which opens up negotiations.  He 

said the third questions related to other companies that consult with clients to negotiate with the 

wireless carriers.  Mr. Schmitt said he looked into a number of other consulting firms and they 

range in meeting the Town’s needs; some were not local and didn’t understand the market.  He said 

some had no experience working with municipalities and some ratings weren’t based on 

performance.  Selectman Flynn asked if any cell companies approached the Town to be on 

additional towers.  Mr. Schmitt said they had, but it also depends on the location of the tower.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5) ADJOURN 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to adjourn. Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  The 

meeting adjourned at 4:37 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 
 


