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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBFfk4bLzZQ 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND 

PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 7B, THE TOWN IS 

CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE ONLY. 

 

The best ways to listen: 

 FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision customers and 6010 for 

Frontier Cable customers) 

 FairTV’s website, https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government  

 You can also listen by phone: 667-776-9044 

 

Please Note: 

 If you call to listen you will not be heard by the board members and there will be no live 

public comment. The public is encouraged to send their comments before or after the  

meeting to the following email: bos@fairfieldct.org.  

 As you would in a public meeting, please include your name and home address with your 

comment. All comments received and verified will be included in the minutes with your 

name and home address, but your email address will be excluded. 

 Back-up documents relating to the agenda items can be found at 

https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas. 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FINAL MINUTES 

Monday, November 2, 2020 

4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 2,  

2020 via teleconference in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectman Thomas M. Flynn, 

Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz  

OTHERS PRESENT: Ann Katis, Maryfrances DeSteno, Karen Ackley, Fire Chief Dennis 

McCarthy, Dorothea Brennan, Rebecca Bunnell, Carolyn Durgy, Loretta Jay, Nicholas Mirabile, 

Chris McCoy, Joseph Cafferelli, John Stone, John Short, Andrew Becker, Hugh Dolan, Joseph 

D’Avanzo, Ronek Patel, John Spolyar, Judith Szablak, Catherine Van Slyck-Giff, Dr. Daryn  

Reyman-Lock, Michael Manchisi, Beth Jones, Kevin Sjodin, David Bothwell, Parks & Recreation 

Director Anthony Calabrese, Purchasing Director Gerald Foley, Golf Commission Chair Keith 

Varian, Bob Bigonette, Town Attorney Jim Baldwin 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER  

First Selectwoman Kupchick called meeting was called to order at 4:00pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

3) MINUTES  

To consider and act upon the minutes of October 19, 2020  

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve the minutes of 10.19.20 as written.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBFfk4bLzZQ
https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government
mailto:bos@fairfieldct.org
https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas
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4) REAPPOINTMENTS –ALL TERMS BEGIN 11/23/20 

To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointments: 

a) Bike and Pedestrian Committee  

i. Ann R. Katis (D), 996 Old Post Road, term 11/20-11/24 

ii. Linda A. Lach (D), 21 Papurah Road, term 11/20-11/24   

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to reappoint Ann R. Katis and Linda A. Lach to the Bike and 

Pedestrian Committee.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that Ann was on the call and thanked her for serving in 

this capacity. Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Ann for serving another term.  Selectman Flynn 

thanked Ann too and wished her the best of luck.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

b) Board of Health  

Maryfrances L. DeSteno (D), 1198 Samuel Lane, term 11/20-11/24   

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to reappoint Maryfrances DeSteno to the Board of Health.  

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.     

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz welcomed and thanked Maryfrances for serving the town. She said this is a 

board that people are paying attention to, especially now.  Selectman Flynn thanked Maryfrances 

for serving.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she appreciated her service.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

c) Fire Commission  

i. Harry R. Ackley, Sr. (R), 25 Wagon Hill Road, term 11/20-11/25  

ii. Dorothea E. Brennan (R), 1246 Fairfield Beach Road, term 11/20-11/25  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint both Harry Ackley and Dorothea Brennan to the Fire 

Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

Chief McCarthy said that both Harry Ackley and Dorothea Brennan epitomize volunteerism and 

community service.  He said Commissioner Ackley is completing his first five-year term; the last 

year serving as Chairman. Chief McCarthy noted that Mr. Ackley has served the department and the 

community for over five decades. Chief McCarthy summarized Mr. Ackley’s history stating that he 

had risen through the ranks of the Fire Department culminating his service as Training Director and 

Fire Marshal; has served on the RTM for 5 years and has been a member of building committees, ad 

hoc committees and public event committees; and stated his tenure as Fire Commission and 

Chairman of the Fire Commission has been marked by determined and unwavering commitment to 

the department.   

 

Chief McCarthy said Commissioner Brennan is completing seven years on the Commission and is 

up for another five-year term.  He said Commissioner Brennan has served as Chairwoman and 

Acting Chairwoman.  He said that she, Commissioner Ackley and the other Commissioners have 

worked to develop and support the Fire Department’s strategic planning committee.   
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Chief McCarthy said Commissioner Brennan has also served in the last year to improve the 

electrical response plan.  On behalf of the Fire Department and other members of the Commission, 

Chief McCarthy said that he certainly appreciates the leadership of both Commissioners Brennan 

and Ackley and look forward to their continuing service to the community.   

 

Selectman Flynn said he knows both Commissioners and they are fine stewards for the Town.  He 

said he takes great pride in supporting both of them.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked them for 

their long history of service.  Commissioner Brennan thanked First Selectwoman Kupchick for the 

opportunity.  Karen Ackley said her husband, Commissioner Ackley, was listening to the meeting 

and he wants to thank everyone for this opportunity.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked 

Commissioner Brennan and told Mrs. Ackley to tell Commissioner Ackley that they love him and 

are thinking of him.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

d) Flood and Erosion Control Board   

Rebecca G. Bunnell (D), 2005 Fairfield Beach Road, term 11/20-11/25  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Rebecca Bunnell to the Flood and Erosion Control 

Board.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that Ms. Bunnell was on the line.  Selectman Flynn 

thanked Ms. Bunnell for her service.  Ms. Bunnell said she looks forward to continue to serve on the 

board.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said she loves an active serving family and thanked Ms. Bunnell for 

her service.  First Selectwoman Kupchick also thanked Ms. Bunnell for her service.  Ms. Bunnell 

said it is an honor to serve the Town. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

   

e) Human Services Commission  

       i. Carolyn H. Durgy (R), 49 Pratt Street, term 11/20-11/24  

i. Loretta Jay (D), 116 Rolling Ridge Road, term 11/20-11/24  

iii. Barbara M. Paris (D), 46 Bunnell Circle, term 11/20-11/24  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Carolyn Durgy, Loretta Jay and Barbara Paris to the 

Human Services Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn thanked them for their service.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz expressed her gratitude to 

all of them and said she is very happy all three women wish to continue serving.  She also wanted to 

say that she knows Ms. Jay and she is an upstanding person.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she 

has worked with both Ms. Jay and Ms. Durgy for many years and looks forward to working with 

Ms. Paris.  She also thanked them for their service to the community.  All three women were on the 

line and wanted to thank everyone for the reappointments.  Ms. Paris said she was filling in for 

someone on the Committee originally and is happy to have her own position now. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

f) Land Acquisition Commission 

Nicholas D. Mirabile (R), 125 Sycamore Lane, term 11/20-11/24 (Alternate) 
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Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve the reappointment of Nicholas Mirabile to the Land 

Acquisition Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn said he has known Mr. Mirabile for many years and he is a dedicated volunteer 

and he is proud to support him.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she too served with Mr. Mirabile 

many years ago and they did a lot of good work together.  She said she is looking forward to his 

service to the Town in this role.  Mr. Mirabile said that like many appointees, he’s been serving a 

long time and is happy to do so.  He said he is looking forward to the opportunity to work with the 

Commission.   

  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

g) Parks and Recreation Commission  

 Christopher J. McCoy (R), 26 Barlow Plain Drive, term 11/20-11/25 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Christopher McCoy to the Parks and Recreation 

Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn thanked Chris for his dedication to the Town. Mr. McCoy said he is looking 

forward to doing good work for the Town.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she served on the 

Commission many years ago and thanked Mr. McCoy for serving on the Commission. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

h) Police Commission  

i. Joseph P. Cafferelli, III (U), 129 College Place, term 11/20-11/25  

ii. John E. Stone, Jr. (R), 195 Carroll Road, term 11/20-11/25 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Joseph Cafferelli and Jack Stone to the Police 

Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn said he has had the pleasure of knowing both of these men for a long time.  He 

said he looks forward to supporting them and looks forward to their great work for the Town.  

Selectman Flynn also said his first experience with Fairfield politics was with Mr. Stone and is glad 

to see him serving the community.  First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that both gentlemen 

were on the call.  She thanked them for their commitment to the community, especially with law 

enforcement.  She said she appreciates their dedication, not just to the Police Department, but to the 

community.  Mr. Stone wanted to add his thanks and said he is very honored to be part of the Police 

Commission and ensuring public safety during these uncertain times.  He added that Fairfield has a 

fantastic Police Department.  Mr. Cafferelli said that in recruiting candidates, there are more people 

who want to be on the Commission because of the support of the First Selectwoman and 

Selectpersons.  The First Selectwoman thanked Mr. Cafferelli for his statement.   

  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

i) Shellfish Commission  

John C. Short, Jr. (R), 382 Round Hill Road, term 11/20-11/25 
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Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint John Short to the Shellfish Commission. Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn thanked Mr. Short for serving, as did Selectwoman Lefkowitz.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick acknowledged that Mr. Short was on the call.  Mr. Short thanked the BOS for 

reappointing him and said he is looking forward to making Fairfield a great place to live.  First 

Selectwoman Kupchick thanked him for his service. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

  

j) Solid Waste and Recycling (requires RTM approval) 

i. Andrew C. Becker (R), 228 Buena Vista Road, term 11/20-11/24 

ii. Hugh F. Dolan (R), 1775 Congress Street, term, 11/20-11/24  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Andrew Becker and Hugh Dolan to Solid Waste and 

Recycling.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that both gentlemen were on the call.  Selectman Flynn 

thanked both gentlemen for being part of the Commission.  He said Solid Waste has become more 

challenging for the Town and he appreciates these members managing that function for the Town.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked them as well.  First Selectwoman Kupchick also thanked them and 

said this is a very difficult Commission to serve on because it has a lot of variables and a lot to 

understand not just for our Town, but for all Towns in the State facing the same issues.  She also 

thanked them for serving.  Mr. Dolan thanked the First Selectwoman for the appointment.  He said 

he is pleased to serve with the other Commissioners.  Mr. Becker thanked the BOS and said he 

looks forward to the next four years.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

k) Tree Warden 

  Jeffrey M. Minder, term 11/20-11/21 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to reappoint Jeffrey Minder to Tree Warden.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said Mr. Minder could not be on the call because him dealing with 

limbs and trees around town due to today’s high winds.  She said she is extraordinarily impressed 

with him and saw him shine brightly during Storm Isaias.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said Mr. 

Minder worked directly with UI making sure crews were getting through all the damage.  She said 

she is very impressed with his work ethic.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said Mr. Minder has been to her 

property to see some potentially dangerous trees and she found him to be very helpful and 

knowledgeable.  She said the Town is very lucky to have him.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

l) Water Pollution Control Authority  

Joseph F. D’Avanzo (U), 1446 Jennings Road, term 11/20-11/24  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to reappoint Joseph D’Avanzo to the Water Pollution 

Control Authority.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   
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Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Mr. D’Avanzo for serving the Town with dedication, tenacity and 

respect.  She said she wished the public could see how important this Authority is to the Town.  

First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked Mr. D’Avanzo for serving and noted it is challenging.  

Selectman Flynn said Mr. D’Avanzo is very passionate and thanked him for continuing to serve.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz said it is a very serious board and Mr. D’Avanzo does significant work.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5) APPOINTMENTS  

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointments: 

a)       Board of Assessment Appeals (requires RTM Approval)  

To recommend the Representative Town Meeting appoint the following persons to 

the Board of Assessment Appeals in accordance with §8-1 of the Town Code: 

i. Ronek Patel (D), 40 Bronson Road, Term* 

ii. John L. Spolyar (D), 110 Brookridge Avenue, Term* 

iii. Judith M. Szablak (R), 264 Villa Avenue, Term* 

iv. Catherine Van Slyck-Giff (R), 75 Tahmore Court, Term* 

*The term for each being BAA hearing and decision sessions during 2021 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to appoint Ronek Patel, John Spolyar, Judith Szablak and 

Catherine Van Slyck-Giff to the Board of Assessment Appeals.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded 

the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that all four appointees were on the call.  Selectman 

Flynn thanked all the individuals for their willingness to serve. He said that with the reassessment 

process going on, it is very important to serve on this Board.  Selectman Flynn said fairness and 

treating our citizens well, and making the right decisions for the Town is of paramount importance.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked them all very much as well.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked 

all four for serving.  She said it can be very contentious and emotional during the hearings, but it is 

important for our residents to have this opportunity.  Ms. Szablak thanked the BOS for her 

appointment and said she appreciates everyone’s vote.  Ms. Van Slyck-Giff said this is her first 

appointment and she is looking forward to serving.  Mr. Patel said he appreciates the opportunity 

and thanked the BOS for allowing him to serve.  Mr. Spolyar also thanked the BOS and said he is 

looking forward to serving. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

b) Historic District Commission (requires RTM approval) –TERM BEGINS 11/23/20 

Dr. Daryn Reyman-Lock, (U), 515 Stillson Road, term 11/20-11/25  

(moving from alternate member to full member)  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to appoint Dr. Daryn Reyman-Lock to the Historic District 

Commission.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn said that Dr. Reyman-Lock’s resume is fantastic. He said the Commission does a 

lot of good work and it’s important to conserve Fairfield’s history for years to come and in a 

reasonable way - working with property owners to be sure their properties are kept historically 

accurate, but viable in the 21st century.  Selectman Flynn said he appreciates all who serve on this 

Commission.   
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Selectwoman Lefkowitz also thanked Dr. Reyman-Lock for serving on the commission.  Dr. 

Reyman-Lock thanked the Board for the opportunity and she is looking forward to serving on the 

Commission as a full member.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked her for stepping up to serve 

the community.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

c)       Water Pollution Control Authority –TERM BEGINS 11/23/20 

Matthew Manchisi (D), 477 Aran Hill Road, term 11/19-11/23 

(to fill a vacancy left open since 11/19) 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to appoint Matthew Manchisi to the Water Pollution Control 

Authority.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that Mr. Manchisi was on the call.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz said she had a chance to speak with Mr. Manchisi and said he is very knowledgeable on 

Water Pollution Control issues.  She thanked him for investing in the community.  Mr. Manchisi 

said he appreciates the opportunity and thanked Selectwoman Lefkowitz for speaking with him.  He 

said he is very excited to serve.  Selectman Flynn also thanked Mr. Manchisi for serving and said 

looking at his resume, he has the appropriate skill set for this Authority.  He said there are a lot of 

big decisions to make relative to WPCA in the next few years.  He said the Town is looking at what 

could be the largest capital project in the next 5-10 years relative to the treatment plant. Selectman 

Flynn said the Town really needs expert hands to help guide it to make the right decisions.  He 

thanked him for his commitment to serve. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

6) FIRST SELECTWOMAN REAPPOINTMENTS (for information only) –ALL TERMS 

BEGIN 11/23/20 
Conservation Commission   

Elizabeth H. Jones (R), 90 Shetland Road, term 11/20-11/25 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that Ms. Jones was on the line.  Ms. Jones thanked the 

First Selectwoman for the opportunity to continue to serve.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said the 

work on this Commission is not easy and she appreciates Ms. Jones’ service to the community.   

 

7) FIRST SELECTWOMAN APPOINTMENTS (for information only) –ALL TERMS 

BEGIN 11/23/20 
a)       Employees Retirement Board (requires RTM approval) 

Kevin A. Sjodin (R), 268 Sherwood Farm Road, term 11/20-11/25  

b)       Parking Authority 

David G. Bothwell (R), 235 Shoreham Village Drive, term 11/20-11/25 

(to fill an opening that will be left by Edward N. Heumann who isn’t seeking another 

term)  

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that both gentlemen were on the call.  Selectman Flynn 

thanked both residents for serving.  He said sometimes the Parking Authority is overlooked.  He 

thanked Mr. Bothwell for serving.  Mr. Bothwell said he and his family love living in town and will 

do anything they can to help.  Mr. Sjodin said he is humbled to serve the Town.   
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First Selectwoman Kupchick said she appreciates him serving and said his knowledge and 

experience will be well utilized by the other people serving on this Board.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

thanked both residents. She also thanked outgoing members Edward Heumann and Brian Vahey for 

their many years of service and for all they have done.  Selectman Flynn also thanked them.   

 

8) GOLF COMMISSION  

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed three (3) 

year contract with Robert J. Bigonette to provide all labor, materials, equipment and all else 

necessary regarding Golf Professional Services for the H. Smith Richardson Golf Course, 

2425 Morehouse Highway, Fairfield, CT and the Carl Dickman Par 3 Golf Course, 70 Old 

Dam Road, Fairfield, CT, as detailed in RFP #2021-01, for the proposed fees detailed in Mr. 

Bigonette’s proposal.  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 8.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Golf Commission Chair Keith Varian said the Golf Commission took a long and comprehensive 

process with the three candidates.  He said an interview process and meetings were set up with the 

Golf Commission.  He said the Commission started by calling all the local pros and courses to get 

feedback on the three bidders.  Purchasing Director Gerald Foley said he called all of the 

candidates’ references. Mr. Varian said the Golf Commission spoke with people in the community 

and received and read over 200 letters from the community.  He said during the process, Bob 

Bigonette rose to the top of the conversation.  He said it was clear that there was a lot of support for 

him.  Mr. Varian said the Commission felt very strongly about what Mr. Bigonette could bring to 

the courses mainly his energy, passion and programs.  He said the Commission is very excited to 

get Mr. Bigonette on board.  Selectman Flynn asked if the RFP process was the standard RFP 

process.  Mr. Foley replied yes and said the Purchasing Department worked with the Parks and 

Recreation and the Golf Commissions.  He said the last RFP for this position was 15 years ago and 

the contract was renewed without going through the RFP process.  He said the contract was up for 

renewal again so he recommended to Parks and Recreation Director Anthony Calabrese that an RFP 

be issued.  He said the RFP was issued in September with a submission deadline of Thursday 

10/8/20.   

 

Selectman Flynn asked if the Purchasing Department has the required bonds and insurance.  Mr. 

Foley said the new RFP brought up the standards for the new respondent.  He said Mr. Bigonette 

will have to meet all requirements for the town insurance requirements and in addition the Town is 

asking for a fidelity bond from Mr. Bigonette.  Selectman Flynn asked Town attorney Jim Baldwin 

if the contract has been reviewed.  Attorney Baldwin said yes.  He said there were some 

modifications to the old agreement and he is wrapping up details, but nothing that would make a 

material difference.  Mr. Baldwin said those details cannot be discussed as they are still in 

negotiation, but said there is nothing material to the contract.  He said the contract will be 

completed by the end of the week.  Attorney Baldwin also said the changes to the term is a matter of 

delaying it for a few months and not years.  He said he does not recommend holding off approving 

the contract.  Selectman Flynn asked Mr. Foley after looking at the three submissions why the 

Town’s fee is significantly less in one of them. Mr. Foley stated that that applicant scored the lowest 

of the three.  Mr. Foley said he had a conversation with that person, but he was not clear as to what 

his fee was supposed to be.  He said that person was not the candidate the Town was going forward 

with so he did not go back to him for clarification.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said it was brought 

to her attention that this position should have gone out for RFP, but it never did.  For transparency 

for the Town, she said it did go out this time.   
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She said the Town Attorney and Purchasing Director follow all protocol for transparency.  First 

Selectwoman Kupchick said all contracts are always reviewed by the Town Attorney to be sure 

everyone is aware of this going forward.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said it is important to know that 

her questioning is in the importance of the town.  She said it is important to hear the town attorney 

say at these meetings that he has reviewed a contract.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said she did review 

the contract and reached out to the Golf Commission, building committee and several golfers.  She 

said she is grateful for the former employee who served in this role and thanked him for his service. 

She said she feels the Town has a great opportunity here and is excited about the youth programs.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz said the off-season duties in the contract are vague so it is important to talk 

about that.  She also asked if this compensation is on par with what other golf pros are making.  

Anthony Calabrese said compensation is where it should be compared to other courses.  He said the 

off -season duties were left vague on purpose to give the pro the opportunity to work the off-season.  

Mr. Calabrese said there may be opportunities for cross country skiing rentals or ice skating rentals 

on site and his department always wants to give the contractor the ability to do these first.  He said 

if the golf pro doesn’t want to do it, the Parks and Recreation Department would do it.  Keith Varian 

said Mr. Bigonette had a lot of ideas for things to do in the off-season to maximize the facilities 

outside of the golf season.  Mr. Bigonette thanked everyone for considering him.  He said golf is a 

passion of his and he is all things about golf.  Selectman Flynn asked Mr. Bigonette to talk about the 

youth program which he thinks has been lacking at the course for some time.  Mr. Bigonette said  

young golfers are so important.  He said this community has an appetite for youth programs and 

golf has been underserved.  He said he thinks the sky is the limit for youth programs.  Selectman 

Flynn thanked Mr. Bigonette and wished him well.  He also wanted to thank the outgoing pro who 

served the community for many years and has a following of golfers.  He thanked him for what he 

has done for the Town. First Selectwoman Kupchick said that she had gotten emails and there was a 

lot of emotion with this decision.  She thanked Mr. Alexander for his service to our community. She 

said she knows some members of the community were upset about the decision making process, but 

as far as she could see, it was done with all the rules being followed.  With any situation like this, 

she said some people will not be happy with the decision, but it was done appropriately and above 

board.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 

9) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this  

meeting  

 To hear an update on COVID-19  

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Governor will be making changes on Friday to go back to 

Phase 2 with modifications.  She said he’s planning on doing a 2.1 model.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick said there is a State call on Thursday she’ll be on to discuss updated numbers, but the 

Governor is making decisions for everyone.  She said one thing that is discerning to her is that the 

Governor is pushing restaurants to close at 9:30 pm.  She said she needs to see how it will impact 

the community as a whole and will inform the community about this through her newsletter.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Town was in the red, but has now moved to the orange level.  

She said there has been an uptick in cases in the last few days.  She said she didn’t get reports about 

any Halloween parties.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Health Department is working on 

contact tracing and what they are seeing is a spread from small parties or gatherings. She said there 

are a wide-range of symptoms from mild to severe.  She asked residents to please visit the CDC 

website or Health Department webpage.   
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First Selectwoman Kupchick said if anyone has symptoms, to get tested and stay home. She said if 

residents have people in their families getting tested then stay home.  She said residents may be 

surprised to know the amount of adults getting tested and still out in the Town.  She reiterated 

wearing a mask, washing hands and keeping a safe distance from people.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick said mental health services are in high demand and the Town will have information on 

resources for residents.  She said she will also have an update on the Governor’s decisions.  

 

Selectman Flynn asked that when speaking with the Governor to talk to him about the amount of 

time it’s taking to get test results back, particularly for children.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said going 

online to get rapid testing shows everything is booked which will be a source of frustration for 

people.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said she has observed anger and frustration between schools, 

parents, teachers and the Town.  She reiterated that everyone is doing the best they can and 

everyone is feeling the frustration.  She said many want their kids in the classroom, but have to 

know teachers are concerned and scared.  She said people need to communicate and understand.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said she speaks with Mr. Cummings daily and has suggested some 

members of the BOE meet with the planning committee.  She said she prefers that people speak 

with each other directly and not through social media.  She said we are all members of the 

community and we need to be respectful of each other. 

 

 Announcement of November’s Tree of Hope at Sherman Green: Police Athletic League  
 

First Selectwoman Kupchick announced that the organization chosen by the Parks and Recreation 

Subcommittee to light the tree at Sherman Green for November in recognition of its good work is 

the Police Athletic League. 

 

She said the goals of the Police Athletic League are to provide positive activities for kids in town 

and to provide positive interaction with the Police Department.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said 

Fairfield PAL Programs are offered at no charge or at very reasonable rates and this is possible due 

to keeping costs low and relying on volunteer coaches and administrators.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick said an annual fundraiser mailing appeal brings in the funds required to run the 

organization.  She said the generous support of residents allows PAL to continue offering positive 

activities and to respond to the changing interests of youth in our town.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick encouraged residents to stop by Sherman Green this month to see the tree which will be 

lit blue and learn more about the Police Athletic League. 

 

 To hear an update on any other town matters  - None 

 

10) ADJOURN  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 pm.  Selectman Flynn 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 

 
 


