
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRJzMMrQLRw  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND 

PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 7B, THE TOWN IS 

CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE ONLY. 

 

The best ways to listen: 

 FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision customers and 6010 for 

Frontier Cable customers) 

 FairTV’s website, https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government  

 You can also listen by phone: 667-776-9044 

 

Please Note: 

 If you call to listen you will not be heard by the board members and there will be no live 

public comment. The public is encouraged to send their comments before or after the  

meeting to the following email: bos@fairfieldct.org.  

 As you would in a public meeting, please include your name and home address with your 

comment. All comments received and verified will be included in the minutes with your 

name and home address, but your email address will be excluded. 

 Back-up documents relating to the agenda items can be found at 

https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas. 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FINAL MINUTES 

Monday, September 21, 2020, 4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, September 21, 

2020 via teleconference in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectman Thomas M. Flynn, 

Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz  

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Attorney Jim Baldwin, Community and Economic Development 

Director Mark Barnhart, Gina Ludlow         

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3) MINUTES 

To consider and act upon the minutes of September 14, 2020 
 
Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve the minutes.  Selectman Flynn seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

4) RACIAL EQUITY AND JUSTICE TASK FORCE CO-CHAIR APPOINTMENTS 

To hear, consider and act upon the following Co-Chair appointments: 

Racial Equity and Justice Task Force 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRJzMMrQLRw
https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government
mailto:bos@fairfieldct.org
https://fairfieldct.org/bos/agendas


Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz (D), 3115 Redding Road 

Gina D. Ludlow (D), 75 Spring Valley Road  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 4.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the 

motion.   

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz said she is thrilled Gina Ludlow has been considered for Co-Chair.  

She said Ms. Ludlow is an incredible advocate and will work with integrity.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz said it’s been a great joy to work with her because they are a nice balance for each 

other.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz also wanted to thank the First Selectwoman for the 

opportunity to serve on this Task Force.  First Selectwoman Kupchick commented that our  

community has been through a lot.  She thanked Selectwoman Lefkowitz for stepping up to 

serve as Co-Chair which she said is very important and positive for the community.  

Selectman Flynn also thanked Selectwoman Lefkowitz and Gina Ludlow for serving as Co-

Chairs on this Task Force.  He said he had a procedural question directed to the Town 

Attorney which was when he served on Town committees, the members elected the Chair at 

the actual committee meeting.  He said he wondered if that is what should be done with the 

Task Force.  Town Attorney Jim Baldwin said that since the Task Force was created by the 

BOS, the First Selectwoman is allowed to appoint the Chairs.  He said the Charge states that 

one of the Co-Chairs will be a member of the BOS.   

 

The motion carried unanimously.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Attorney Baldwin for all 

his hard work and diligence with the Task Force. 

 

5) AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE (requires RTM approval and a report from Town 

Plan and Zoning Commission) (Item was postponed from 09/14/20 BOS meeting) 
 

To hear, consider and act the following resolution as recommended by the Affordable 

Housing Committee:  

WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield wishes to exercise its option to purchase 350 Quincy Street 

from Lisa Headly for the sum of $295,000 as more particularly set forth in real estate sales 

agreement between said parties; and  

WHEREAS, funds for the purchase of said property may be taken from the Housing Trust 

Fund, as approved by the Affordable Housing Committee at its meeting of September 9, 2020; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Brenda L. Kupchick, First Selectwoman, be 

and hereby is, authorized to enter into and sign contracts and expend such monies on behalf of 

the Town of Fairfield for the purpose of purchasing said property in accordance with the 

above and the attached agreement.  

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 5.  Selectman Flynn seconded the 

motion.   

 

Selectman Flynn thanked everyone for allowing him to postpone the item from last week’s 

meeting to this meeting.  He thanked Mark Barnhart for meeting with him.  Selectman Flynn 

said he made a site visit and read all the appraisals and proposals regarding the property.  He 

said he also met with realtors.  

 



After speaking with Mr. Barnhart, Selectman Flynn said he understands what the goal is in 

purchasing the property and being able to expand affordable housing in the community.  In the 

short term, he said he feels there is little financial risk.   

Selectman Flynn said he would like to see some regular updates from the Affordable Housing 

Committee.   

 

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick encouraged both Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

to reach out to the Affordable Housing Chair for reports.  Mr. Barnhart said he will also be 

glad to update any of the Town boards.  He said the Affordable Housing Committee meets 

monthly and he will send links to the meetings and Committee members’ contact information.  

Selectman Flynn asked for a report at a future meeting. 

 

6) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$60,548.23 

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 6.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

7) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this 

meeting  

 To hear an update on COVID-19 

In the past few newsletters, First Selectwoman Kupchick said she included dashboard 

links for both universities which link directly with their positive COVID cases.  She stated 

the Town has been very transparent from the beginning and the Health Department’s data 

page is updated every day.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked the Health Department 

for its tireless work.  She said the staff is performing contact tracing and informing the 

public through phone calls, emails and social media.  She said the Health Department uses 

the CT Electronic Disease Surveillance System to obtain the number of positive COVID 

cases in Town.  First Selectwoman Kupchick explained that some of the numbers were left 

out because the college students would use their home addresses when getting tested and 

therefore, the test results went to their hometown. Or, she said some SHU students live off 

campus in Bridgeport and in other towns so the results were reported at those locations 

instead of Fairfield. First Selectwoman Kupchick said there is a lot involved with the 

reporting process. She said the Health Department continues to work around these issues 

to report data information accurately.  She said our Town data can be accessed at 

www.fairfieldct.org/covid19data. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said the last update from Fairfield University showed 42 

positive cases and one recovery. She said SHU has 99 positive cases and 28 recoveries.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked First Selectwoman Kupchick for the update and for 

clarifying the information to help residents have a full understanding.  She also thanked 

Health Director Sands Cleary and his staff in the Health Department.  She said people in 

Town feel comfortable with the work the Health Department has been doing.     

 

 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/covid19data


 To announce Tree of Hope at Sherman Green lit for Fairfield Equity Coalition this month  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said that in October 2019, Saugatuck Sweets owner and 

founder of Al’s Angels, Al DiGuido, donated a tree to the Town that was planted at 

Sherman Green.  

 

She said the Parks & Recreation Commission voted at its July 2020 meeting to create a 

subcommittee to work with the community and perform outreach to organizations that 

help children and families in need in Fairfield.  She said the plan is to offer different 

organizations the opportunity to light the tree for a month at a time in recognition of their 

work.  
 

First Selectwoman Kupchick announced that the first organization chosen for the month of 

September is the Fairfield Equity Coalition – a youth-led coalition whose membership is 

made up of past and present Fairfield Public School students taking local action to 

reimagine Fairfield’s definition of what constitutes a full, comprehensive education.  She 

said the Coalition’s goal is to push for equitable policy changes within the Fairfield Public 

Schools while raising awareness on injustices within the community.  She encouraged 

residents to stop by Sherman Green to see the Tree and to learn more about the Fairfield 

Equity Coalition. 

 

 To hear an update on any other town matters  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said met with Mike Fazio who works for the firm that will 

perform the revaluation and Assessor Ross Murray to get an idea of where they are with 

the reevaluation.  She said she will invite both Mr. Fazio and Mr. Murray to October 5, 

2020 Board of Selectmen meeting to give an update on how the process is going.  First 

Selectwoman Kupchick said the Town is looking into holding neighborhood meetings 

online.   

 

Selectman Flynn asked about the Strategic Planning Committee report coming out and 

where it stands right now.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she met with some of the 

Committee officers right before COVID and thought they were done, but she hasn’t 

spoken to them recently.  She said she will contact them. 

 

8) ADJOURN 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:39 pm.  Selectman Flynn 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 


