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SPECIAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING FINAL MINUTES  

Monday, August 30, 2021 

4:00 pm 

Via Webex 

 

A special meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, August 30, 2021 

via Webex in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  First Selectwoman Brenda Kupchick, Selectman Tom Flynn, 

Selectwoman Nancy Lefkowitz 

OTHERS PRESENT: Acting Town Librarian Jan Fisher, Town Attorney Jim Baldwin, Attorney 

Steve Mednick 

 

1)  CALL TO ORDER  

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 

 

2)  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) RESIGNATIONS (for information only)  

a)    Bike and Pedestrian Committee 

i. Keith Gallinelli (U), 110 Hulls Highway, term 11/17-11/21  

(Resignation Date: August 26, 2021) 

ii. Linda A. Lach (D), 21 Papurah Road, term 11/20-11/24  

(Resignation Date: August 26, 2021) 

b)   Solid Waste and Recycling Commission  

Guy Gleysteen (U), 165 Stonewall Lane, term 11/18-11/22  

(Resignation Date: August 23, 2021) 

First Selectwoman Kupchick along with Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Mr. 

Gallinelli, Ms. Lach and Mr. Gleysteen for their service and for volunteering for the Town.   

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to waive the reading of Item 4.  Selectman Flynn seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

4) FIRST SELECTWOMAN 

That the Board of Selectmen establish a Charter Revision Commission for the Town of 

Fairfield pursuant to the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Charter of the Town of Fairfield (”Town”) was adopted in 1947 and last 

amended on November 27, 2006; and            

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of C.G.S. §7-187, et seq., the Board of Selectmen of 

the Town is the appointing authority for a Charter Revision Commission, acting by a two-

thirds vote of its entire membership may initiate a charter revision; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Attorney has retained the services of Attorney Steven G. Mednick as 

charter revision counsel to (1) consult with the Town Attorney; and, (2) provide such 

assistance to the Commission as deemed necessary; and, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiwQQUfTxpM


WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen has, from time to time, encountered issues of magnitude 

and import to the operation of the Town and effective representation of the people of this 

Town that would benefit from a thorough review by a Charter Revision Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the provisions of C.G.S. §7-187 

through 7-194, specifically §7-188(b), the Board of Selectmen hereby initiates an action to 

amend the current Charter by authorizing the creation of a Charter Revision Commission, 

acting by a two-thirds (2/3rds) vote of its entire membership; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that said Commission shall be empaneled for the purpose of undertaking a 

thorough review of the current Charter and all aspects of the structure of Town Government; 

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, pursuant to C.G.S. §7-190, that within thirty (30) days following initiation of 

the charter revision process, the Board of Selectmen shall, by resolution, (1) appoint a 

commission consisting of seven (7) electors, not more than two (2) of whom may hold 

public office in the Town and not more than a bare majority of whom shall be members of 

any one political party, which Commission shall designate a Chair, Vice-Chair and 

Secretary and proceed forthwith to draft any such charter amendments; and (2) establish the 

timeframe for submission of a final report by said Commission.  

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to discuss and approve Item 4.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded 

the motion. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick explained to the public that this is a charge to update the Town 

Charter that is supposed to be done every ten years.  She said she would like to re-focus on 

community topics.  She said she has met with both Fairfield Town Attorney Jim Baldwin and 

Attorney Steve Mednick.   

 

Attorney Mednick presented “Fairfield’s Charter Revision”, which can be accessed online in the 

backup to the agenda as well as on the recording.  He said there will be a process to the revision: 

 

 CRC (Charter Revision Commission) Organizational Meeting 

 Statutory Public Meeting 

 Working meetings of CRC, BOS, BOF & RTM, and other public officials and residents. 

 Present proposed revisions. 

 Second Public Meeting 

 Take action or recommendations. 

 CRC submits final report. 

 BOS accepts or rejects it within 15 days. 

 

Attorney Mednick said he will work closely with Attorney Baldwin.  He said he will not have to 

attend every meeting unless he is asked to attend. Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Attorney 

Mednick for speaking with her prior to the meeting and said she now understands the importance of 

a Charter revision.  She said she hopes the Commission, once formed, will be bipartisan.  She 

proposed language to be changed in the resolution to be sure there is bipartisan representation.  

Attorney Mednick said he has never seen any language modification to this standard.   

First Selectwoman Kupchick said she would like to appoint members within the next 30 days and 

knows how important it is to have bipartisan members.  She said she would like three Democrats, 

three Republicans and one person unaffiliated with a party to serve. 



Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to amend the resolution to include the following language 

after the first “WHEREAS,” statement: 

 
WHEREAS, our Charter is the foundation that guides principles for governance; it defines our 

Community, its powers and functions and essential procedures of our Town Government; and           
  
Selectman Flynn seconded the amendment which carried unanimously. 
  
Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to amend the language in the resolution in the first 

paragraph beginning with “RESOLVED,” to also include: 
  
,being mindful of adhering to, among others, principles of sustainability and that it is equitable for 

and inclusive of all our citizens; and, be it further 

  
Selectman Flynn seconded the amendment and a discussion followed regarding the word 

“sustainability”.  Following the discussion, the amendment carried unanimously. 
  
The main motion, as amended, carried unanimously. 

 

The resolution now reads: 
 

FIRST SELECTWOMAN 

That the Board of Selectmen establish a Charter Revision Commission for the Town of 

Fairfield pursuant to the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Charter of the Town of Fairfield (”Town”) was adopted in 1947 and last 

amended on November 27, 2006; and 

WHEREAS, our Charter is the foundation that guides principles for governance; it defines 

our Community, its powers and functions and essential procedures of our Town 

Government; and            

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of C.G.S. §7-187, et seq., the Board of Selectmen of 

the Town is the appointing authority for a Charter Revision Commission, acting by a two-

thirds vote of its entire membership may initiate a charter revision; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Attorney has retained the services of Attorney Steven G. Mednick as 

charter revision counsel to (1) consult with the Town Attorney; and, (2) provide such 

assistance to the Commission as deemed necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen has, from time to time, encountered issues of magnitude 

and import to the operation of the Town and effective representation of the people of this 

Town that would benefit from a thorough review by a Charter Revision Commission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the provisions of C.G.S. §7-187 

through 7-194, specifically §7-188(b), the Board of Selectmen hereby initiates an action to 

amend the current Charter by authorizing the creation of a Charter Revision Commission, 

acting by a two-thirds (2/3rds) vote of its entire membership; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that said Commission shall be empaneled for the purpose of undertaking a 

thorough review of the current Charter and all aspects of the structure of Town Government, 

being mindful of adhering to, among others, principles of sustainability and that it is 

equitable for and inclusive of all our citizens; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, pursuant to C.G.S. §7-190, that within thirty (30) days following initiation of 



the charter revision process, the Board of Selectmen shall, by resolution, (1) appoint a 

commission consisting of seven (7) electors, not more than two (2) of whom may hold 

public office in the Town and not more than a bare majority of whom shall be members of 

any one political party, which Commission shall designate a Chair, Vice-Chair and 

Secretary and proceed forthwith to draft any such charter amendments; and (2) establish the 

timeframe for submission of a final report by said Commission.  

 

5) TAX REFUNDS  

To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$1,152.96 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 5.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick told the BOS and the public that the Town had just received a check 

for $6,817,305.00 for delinquent taxes on a property on Sasco Hill Road that was sold. 

 

6) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this  

meeting  

First Selectwoman Kupchick announced the retirement of Town Librarian Dr. Helene Murtha. First 

Selectwoman Kupchick said Dr. Murtha was a great leader including during the pandemic. She said 

there was a significant amount of part-time people who were let go and it affected the library the 

most.  She said Dr. Murtha was a great department head and is sorry to see her leave, but wishes her 

much success.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Town is in the process of interviewing people.  

Both Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz wished Dr. Murtha well and thanked her for 

everything she did. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick also announced Fairfield’s mask mandate.  She said the cases and 

hospitalizations are going up at an alarming rate.  She said she knows there is a lot of tension in the 

community, but felt she needed to have the mandate.  She said there is a lot of information for and 

against mask wearing, but she just would like to slow the spreading of the virus which is mostly 

affecting unvaccinated adults.  First Selectwoman Kupchick is asking everyone in this community 

to be respectful of each other no matter how they feel about wearing masks.  She said the Town 

recently had a vaccination clinic, but there was low attendance. She urged unvaccinated people to 

speak with their doctors if they are uneasy about being vaccinated.  She said she would like 

everyone in our community to be vaccinated in order to get this under control.  She said if anyone 

has questions to text GETVAX, enter your zip code and send.  She said people can also email or 

call her if they would like to communicate with her.   

 

7) ADJOURN 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:31 pm.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 


