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BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING FINAL MINUTES  

Monday, May 17, 2021 

4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 17, 2021 via 

Webex in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brenda L. Kupchick, First Selectwoman, Thomas M. Flynn, Selectman, 

Nancy E. Lefkowitz, Selectwoman 

OTHERS PRESENT: David Fogel, Kenneth Hochhauser, Purchasing Director Gerald Foley, Parks 

and Recreation Director Anthony Calabrese, CFO Jared Schmitt, JRIB Chair Carolyn Trabuco, 

Interim DPW Director John Marsilio, Senior Civil Engineer Laura Pulie, WPCF Superintendent Bill 

Norton, Town Attorney Jim Baldwin, Attorney John Stafstrom, HSR Building Committee Chair 

Craig Curley, residents Reini Knorr and Aimee Guerrero, FairTV  

 

1) CALL TO ORDER  

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

3) MINUTES  

To consider and act upon the minutes of May 4, 2021 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve the minutes of 5/4/21 as written.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

4) RESIGNATIONS 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resignations:  

a)  Board of Finance  

  Edward J. Bateson, III (R) 2195 North Street, term 11/17-11/23 

  (Resigned May 10, 2021) 

b) Economic Development Commission  

i. David L. Fogel (R) 649 Merwins Lane, term 11/20-11/25  

(Resigned May 11, 2021)  

ii. Rishi Narang (R) 50 Stone Ridge Way #3C term 11/18-11/23   

(Resigned May 3, 2021)  

c) Representative Town Meeting 

Michael P. Mahoney (R) 2486 Congress Street, term 11/19-11/21  

(Resigned May 7, 2021) 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said she appreciates the efforts of everyone serving the community.  

She said she appreciates Mr. Bateson’s service on the BOF.  Selectman Flynn also thanked Mr. 

Bateson for his service on the RTM and BOF.  He also thanked Mr. Fogel, Mr. Narang and Mr. 

Mahoney for their service and wished them all the best.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz also thanked them 

all and wished them luck. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kteaMxsa2Q4


5) APPOINTMENT 

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment: 

Board of Finance 

David L. Fogel (R) 649 Merwins Lane, term 11/17-11/23  

(to fill a vacancy for Edward J. Bateson, III who resigned to serve on the RTM) 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve the appointment of David L. Fogel to the Board of 

Finance. Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.  

  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said Mr. Fogel is a great fit for the BOF with all of his experience.  

Both Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz said they appreciate Mr. Fogel stepping up. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

6) FIRST SELECTWOMAN APPOINTMENTS (for information only) 

Economic Development Commission   

Kenneth Hochhauser (D) 315 Shrub Oak Lane, term 11/20-11/25 

(Replaced David L. Fogel who resigned) 

First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged Mr. Hochhauser being on the call.  She voiced that 

economic development is very important to the Town.  She said she is looking forward to meeting 

with Mr. Hochhauser.  Both Selectman Flynn and Selectwoman Lefkowitz stated this is an 

important Commision and that Mr. Hochhauser will be a great asset to it. 

 

Selectwoman Nancy Lefkowitz made a motion to waive the reading of Items 7-12.  Selectman 

Flynn seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said there are many lease agreements in these items and the  

Town Attorney has reviewed all of them. 

 

7) PURCHASING AUTHORITY 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into a two (2) year lease 

with Citizens’ Food to provide all labor, materials, equipment and all else necessary for the 

operation of a seasonal snack bar at Lake Mohegan, 960 Morehouse Highway, Fairfield, CT, 

as detailed in RFP #2021-71; 2021 season - $1,500.00; 2022 season - $1,600.00. For a total 

two (2) season lease price of $3,100.00. 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 7.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

Purchasing Director Gerald Foley explained that this is a two-year lease agreement with Citizens’ 

Food to run the concession at Lake Mohegan.  Selectman Flynn asked how the annual fee compared 

to what the Town has gotten in the past.  Mr. Foley said it is lower.  He said the previous 

concessionaire took another location and Citizens’ Food was the only bid.  Mr. Foley said the 

company is restricted at this site and can only sell pre-packaged food per Health Department 

requirements.  Parks and Recreation Director Anthony Calabrese said the building is limited to what 

can be done there and it would cost money to make improvements.  He said it is all part of the 

strategic plan.  Town Attorney Jim Baldwin said the Town will receive 2% of the profits per a 

clause in the contract.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 



8) PURCHASING AUTHORITY 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into a twenty (20) month 

lease with TCF National Bank to provide twenty (20) used 2018 E-Z-GO RXV – Elite 

Lithium electric golf carts and twenty (20) 2021 TFM 7EX GPS Units for the H. Smith 

Richardson Golf Course facility, 2425 Morehouse Highway, Fairfield, CT, as detailed in Bid 

#2021-61; $5,903.11 per month. For a total twenty (20) month lease period price of 

$118,062.20. Funding for this lease is available in account #01007113-53310 (Rental and 

Storage - Operating Budget Account) 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 8.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Mr. Foley explained that this is a lease agreement to acquire 20 golf carts to match the existing 

fleet.  He said two companies submitted bids, but this one had the best offer.  He said the carts are 

used and match the carts that are already at the golf course.  He said there are 60 at HSR and now 

there will be 80 total.  Mr. Calabrese said the golf course is running out of carts during tournaments, 

especially with shotgun starts.  He said they used to go out and rent the carts per event.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

9) PURCHASING AUTHORITY 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into a five (5) year 

agreement with Milliman, Inc. to provide Actuarial Consulting Services for the Town and 

the Joint Retirement Investment Board (JRIB) as detailed in RFP #2021-33.  

 

Period                                                                           Proposed Fee 

            Year One – Fiscal Year 2022   (2021/2022)                 $47,900.00 

Year Two – Fiscal Year 2022 (2022/2023)                   $79,500.00 

Year Three – Fiscal Year 2023 (2023/2024)                 $50,400.00 

Year Four – Fiscal Year 2024 (2024/2025)                   $83,600.00 

Year Five – Fiscal Year 2025 (2025/2026)                   $52,900.00 

 Total five (5) Fiscal Year Cost              $314,300.00 

 

Funding for these actuarial consulting services is available from the Town and Police & Fire 

Retirement Plans   

 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 9.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion.   

 

Mr. Foley said there was an RFP put out to hire an actuarial company.  He said eleven companies 

made submissions and they have been cut down to three.  He said Milliman was voted in and fees 

will be paid out of the pension fund directly.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

10) CFO and DPW DIRECTOR (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a resolution further amending and restating a resolution 

entitled, “A resolution appropriating $3,088,000 for the costs associated with construction of 

berm and pumping station and authorizing the issuance of bonds to finance such 

appropriation” to increase the amount of the appropriation to $9,607,765 and the bond 

authorization to $5,975,663.  (See bond resolution in backup).  



Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 10.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Foley said this project was authorized in 2015.  He said there have been changes in money needed, 

grants and bonding.  CFO Jared Schmitt attached a spreadsheet that tracks the different approvals.  

He said the increase in appropriation is related to contamination.  He said there has been a reduction 

in the bond as grants have come in.  Mr. Foley said the additional amount related to contamination is 

$1.9 million and the contamination is not related to the fill pile.  Interim DPW Director John Marsilio 

said there are three levels of fill on site relating to fill brought in prior to 1972, industry in the town 

before that and also the fill pile.  He said the soil was not tested prior to budgeting this project.  He 

said testing is performed and sent out for results.  He said this hardening project has fill in material 

from when it was legal to do it.  Town Attorney Baldwin said the environmental counsel is reviewing 

contracts. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Selectman Flynn requested an update of FEMA reimbursement at Penfield Pavilion.   

 

11) CFO and DPW DIRECTOR (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a supplemental allocation resolution regarding WPCA 

funding related to the construction of the upgraded berm and pumping station.  (See bond 

resolution in backup). 

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 11.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Schmitt said this is a companion piece to Item 10.  He said this addresses a change in allocation  

to the cost between the Town and the WPCA. He said the Town will be responsible for the  

additional $1.9 million.  Mr. Schmitt said that the split of the non-grant cost will be 62% from the  

WPCA and 38% from the Town. WPCF Superintendent Bill Norton said there are several capital  

projects that he will be bringing before Town bodies, but not all at once as it depends on federal  

funds that are available.  Selectman Flynn started a discussion about the WPCA Trust Fund and  

how things will be funded going forward.  Attorney John Stafstrom said that is why he suggested an  

MOU in the original resolution.  He said there has been miscommunication regarding funding.   

Selectwoman Lefkowitz said the WPCA, which she is also a member of, met with CAO Tom  

Bremer and the new administration.  

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

12) H. SMITH RICHARDSON CLUBHOUSE BUILDING COMMITTEE 

To hear, consider and act upon a recommendation from the H. Smith Richardson Clubhouse 

Building Committee to disband the H. Smith Richardson Clubhouse Building Committee 

while maintaining an Executive Committee comprised of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, and 

Secretary for the purpose of fulfilling those Post-Completion Activities set forth in the 

Procedural Guidelines for Building Committees.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 12.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion. 

 

H. Smith Richardson Building Committee (HSRBC) Chair Craig Curley said at the Committee’s 

last meeting on May 11, 2021, the Committee voted to disband.  He said the building is complete 

and all items and decisions have been made.  He said all remaining orders have been placed.  Mr. 

Curley said the executive committee will remain intact should any decisions need to be made.   



He said the budget summary is in the packet that he included for today’s meeting.  He said the 

project will be coming in $130,000-$140,000 under budget.  Mr. Curley said that there is now a 

beautiful facility for the Town.  Selectman Flynn said he heard there are issues with the floor and 

asked if it will cost extra money for the Town to fix it.  Mr. Curley said there are issues with the 

floor.  He said the manufacturer and spec design team recommendations were not followed when 

the floor was installed and has caused the floor to wave.  He said it is not a safety hazard, but needs 

to be fixed.  Mr. Curley said it’s being decided when is the best time to fix the floor, but there is no 

financial risk to the Town.  Town Attorney Baldwin said decisions are still being made and it would 

not be appropriate to discuss this further.  Mr. Curley thanked everyone for putting their trust in the 

HSRBC. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

13) BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution in support of “Home Rule and Local 

Control” in municipal zoning decision-making.  

Selectman Flynn made a motion to approve Item 13.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said Planning and Zoning is very important in this Town in preserving 

our character, neighborhoods and living conditions.  She said she would like to see more local 

control.  She said this is not about affordable housing as she supports affordable housing; it is about 

Fairfield and how to utilize Town resources.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said when she read the 

resolution, she said the State Statutes need changing and she does not support this resolution.  She 

said it has become a partisan issue.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said she values Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz’s opinion, but the 8-30g Statute is flawed.  She talked about legislation and Town goals 

and predatory developers.  She said in over 900 market rate units being built, there are only 90 

affordable units. 

 

The motion carried 2-1-0, Selectwoman Lefkowitz opposed. 

 

14) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$33,122.62 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 14.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

15) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this  

meeting  

 To hear an update on COVID-19  

As more residents are getting vaccinated, First Selectwoman Kupchick said she is very encouraged 

Fairfield has officially moved out of the red and orange categories and into the yellow 

category.  She said the Town has had 5,215 cases to date and 205 of Fairfield residents have sadly 

lost their lives to COVID.  

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said last Monday, the Food and Drug Administration announced that 

children ages 12 to 15 years old are now eligible to receive the Pfizer vaccine. She said Fairfield’s 

Health Department has already held clinics for this age group. She thanked the Department for its 

outstanding work. 

https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-data-tracker
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-data-tracker


First Selectwoman Kupchick said that per Governor Lamont, effective Wednesday, May 19th, all 

business restrictions will end; outdoor masks will no longer be required for both unvaccinated and 

vaccinated individuals; indoor masking is not required for vaccinated individuals, but is required for 

those who are not vaccinated per the new CDC guidance; and private business have the authority to 

determine their own mask policy.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said parents have been reaching out 

to her about students not having to wear masks while playing sports, but being required to wear 

them during recess. She said the Health Director has reached out to the State about this to get some 

clarification. She noted the Town doesn’t want to go against any State guidelines and the Health 

Director will work directly with the Schools Superintendent on the masking policy.  

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said she is pleased to announce the full re-opening of Old Town Hall, 

Independence Hall and the Police, Fire and Parks and Recreation departments to the public on 

Wednesday, May 19th. She said the public can now enter these buildings without an appointment, 

but need to please wear masks. She said as Fairfield eases back into resuming normal activity and to 

ensure the safety of Town employees, for the time being, Town policy will continue to require face 

coverings for members of the public entering Town buildings.  

 

Memorial Day Parade/Independence Day Fireworks Show: 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said she is looking forward to seeing residents at the Memorial Day 

Parade.  She said she is also excited to announce the Town is moving forward with 

the Independence Day Firework Show. 

 

 To hear an update on any other town matters 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said that as First Selectwoman and a mom, she was saddened by 

recent racial incidents that happened in the high schools. She said she stands in complete opposition 

against racism and thanked Selectwoman Lefkowitz for her continuing efforts as Co-Chair of the 

Racial Equity and Justice Task Force. She said these incidents are a sad reminder for the need of 

this Task Force and a reminder for every person to be tolerant in their everyday actions with each of 

us taking responsibility. She said she is also proud of the Fairfield Police Department who charged 

the student as well as the Superintendent and Principals.  First Selectwoman Kupchick stated that 

disciplinary action is protected under State law because students are minors, but she said she trusts 

the BOE will provide guidance and speak to the Task Force.  She said she wanted to be sure 

everyone knows she is always available for conversations regarding these issues. 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz said the high school incident made international news. She said until every 

person and student feels safe in who they are, we, as community members, have a responsibility to 

lead in a way that shows we are standing as allies.  She said now it is with renewed purpose that 

when there are discussions on the Town’s Strategic Plan, Sustainability Plan or Affordable Housing 

Plan that those discussions include equity and inclusion. She said she agreed with First 

Selectwoman Kupchick that this is a teachable moment and said there is a lot of work to do. 

 

Selectman Flynn said he agrees with his colleagues’ sentiments on this unfortunate event.  He said 

he’s proud of the quick response by the Superintendent, Principals, BOE and the Police Department. 

He said he agrees that this is a teachable moment and it comes down to each person’s daily actions 

and how each person conducts themselves.  Selectman Flynn said he agrees no one should feel 

fearful or badly because of who they are. He said he is sure the school district will handle this 

matter appropriately and his heart goes out to those impacted by this.  

https://www.fairfieldct.org/parade
https://www.fairfieldct.org/parade
https://www.fairfieldct.org/fireworks


Two residents had requested to make public comment regarding the incidents. 

 

Resident Aimee Guerrero thanked the BOS for addressing this incident. She said our Town’s ethnic 

diversity has only increased marginally from the time she moved to Fairfield about 20 years ago. 

She said she was horrified by the attack on an elderly Filipino American in Times Square, the 

incident in Fairfield with the high school brothers and the zoom bombing. She said these incidents 

underscore the need for the Task Force and more importantly, the Task Force needs to address 

diversity, equity and inclusion at all town levels and not just temporarily. She said she hopes the 

Task Force will be involved in the District Improvement Plan. She said in April, she spearheaded a 

peaceful gathering on the Town Green to come together to stand against the rise of racism and 

discrimination against the Asian Pacific American community and she appreciated the First 

Selectwoman attending the gathering.  

 

Resident Reini Knorr said she is speaking as a private resident of Fairfield and not on behalf of any 

committees she serves on. She discussed her personal background.  She said when injustices occur  

those incidents continue to fuel her passion to not remain idle.  She said sometimes, by not saying 

something, the strongest message is sent. She said that only when racism is acknowledged, a 

community can move forward toward an equitable future, but the acknowledgement needs to be 

repeatedly publicly by our leaders as well as loudly and clearly.  Ms. Knorr said that some in our 

community believe there is no racism here. She said this is the time to demonstrate that racism in all 

forms will not be tolerated.  She said our young people look to our Town leaders on how to conduct 

themselves and if they see Town leaders actively working to create an equitable and welcoming 

community they will do the same. She said it takes a village to raise a child and that effort shouldn’t 

all be put on the school system.   

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said that Selectwoman Lefkowitz will give an update on the Racial 

Equity and Justice Task Force at the next BOS meeting.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked both 

residents for their comments. 

 

16) ADJOURN 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6 pm.  Selectman Flynn seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


