
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9g1deQiubs  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE 

ORDERS 7B and 9H, THE TOWN IS CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA WEBEX ONLY 

AND TAKING LIVE PUBLIC COMMENT VIA WEBEX DURING THE MEETING. 

 

Non-Public Comment – To View Meeting or Listen Only: 

 FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision customers and 6010 for 

Frontier Cable customers) 

 FairTV’s website, https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government  

 You can also listen by phone: 667-776-9044 

 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN FINAL MINUTES 

Monday, February 1, 2021 

4:00 pm 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, February 1, 2021 

via Webex in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Selectman Tom Flynn 

OTHERS PRESENT: WPCF Superintendent Bill Norton, Acting DPW Director John Marsilio, 

Pequot Library Executive Director Stephanie Coakley, Dabney Bowen 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

First Selectwoman Kupchick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

3)  MINUTES  

To consider and act upon the minutes of January 25, 2021 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve the minutes of January 25, 2021 as written. First 

Selectwoman Kupchick seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

4) FIRST SELECTWOMAN APPOINTMENT (for information only) 

Conservation Commission 

       Dabney H. Bowen (IT), 317 Verna Hill Road, term 11/17-11/22   

            (to replace Catherine S. O’Donnell who resigned) 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said this appointment is for information only as she already appointed 

Dabney Bowen to fill the seat held by Catherine O’Donnell who resigned.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick said that Ms. Bowen was an alternate on the Commission prior to being appointed as a 

full member.  She said Ms. Bowen is also a certified wildlife rehabilitator and has offered to be a 

resource to the Town and to Animal Control.  First Selectwoman Kupchick thanked Ms. Bowen for 

serving on the Commission and also thanked Catherine O’Donnell for her service.  Selectwoman 

Lefkowitz thanked Ms. Bowen for putting her hat in the ring. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9g1deQiubs
https://fairfieldct.org/fairtv/government


5) FINANCE DIRECTOR 

To hear and discuss the Town’s 10-year capital plan, including specific non-recurring capital 

projects 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said that since Selectman Flynn could not be on the call, she asked for 

a motion to move Items 5 & 6 to the special meeting next Monday, February 8, 2021.   

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to postpone items 5 & 6 to a date certain of a special BOS 

meeting on Monday, February 8, 2021.  First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously. 

 

6) SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS  

To hear and discuss the Board of Education’s 10-year capital plan, including specific capital 

and non-recurring capital projects. 

This item was moved to Monday, February 8, 2021 - see Item 5 for the motion. 

 

7) WPCF SUPERINTENDENT (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the WPCA to appropriate $115,000 from the 

WPCA Fund Balance for environmental sampling, monitoring, excavation and disposal of 

contaminated soils for the Microgrid Project - the Treatment Plant, Fire Academy, 

Conservation Building and Animal Control Building - due to the environmental impacts of 

contaminated soil.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 7.  First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded 

the motion.   

 

Bill Norton said this part of the Microgrid Project and is to replace switch gears placed on the south 

side of the facility.  He said the funds are for removing historical PCB contaminated soil and 

trenching for conduit that needs to be placed relating to the Microgrid project.  Mr. Norton said it 

will provide power to the surrounding area in the event there is a loss of power for a prolonged 

period of time.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said this is a big project with more contaminated 

issues, but it has to be done.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Mr. Norton and said the WPCA 

group is top notch and the Town is lucky to have them.  

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

8) WPCF SUPERINTENDENT (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the WPCA to appropriate $53,595 from the 

WPCA Fund Balance for environmental sampling and monitoring of a gas line trench and 

installation of a new gas line to the Waste Water Treatment Plant generator.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 8.  First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded 

the motion.   

 

Mr. Norton said the Town was lucky enough to secure a funding grant for a new gas generator for the 

facility.  He said when the gas company came to look at the line, it determined that the Town will 

need a new line to supply the volume and pressure needed.  Mr. Norton said part of the cost will be 

for the gas company to lay the line along Richard White Way to the influent building.  He said it was 

originally going to cost $35,195.  He said the additional money will cover the contaminated soil 

removal. 

 



The motion carried unanimously. 

 

9)         WPCF SUPERINTENDENT (requires BOF and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the WPCA to appropriate $135,950 from the 

WPCA Fund Balance for the design to replace 311 feet of the East Trunk Sewer Wetland 

Crossing Interceptor from the Metro Center, 210 Ash Creek Boulevard, to the intersection of 

Kenard Street and Kenwood Avenue in accordance with Bid# 2021-36. 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve Item 9.  First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded 

the motion.   

 

Mr. Norton said the Town and the WPCA went out with an RFP for design to replace the section of 

the undersized sewer interceptor at the Metro Center. He said there were four proposals.  Mr. 

Norton said a panel interviewed the four engineering companies.  He said it was their 

recommendation that the contract be awarded to D&B Architects. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

10) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$7,728.85 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve the refunds in the amount of $7,728.85. 

First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Before moving to Item 11, First Selectwoman Kupchick acknowledged that Stephanie Coakley, 

Executive Director of Pequot Library, was still on the line.  She said there was an item added to the 

non-recurring capital budget for $100,000 and since the BOS moved that item to the meeting on  

February 8, 2021, it was not heard today.  First Selectwoman Kupchick suggested Ms. Coakley  

speak to the Selectmen separately, before the meeting on Monday, so they are familiar with the  

request.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said there is a family in Southport who would like to donate  

$100,000 for the Pequot Library roof and renovation project if the Town would match it. She said it  

is a unique proposal and is intrigued by it. She said it was listed among the non-recurring so the  

other boards would hear it as well and be part of the decision making progress.  First Selectwoman  

Kupchick said although the Pequot Library is not a town building, the community has access to it  

and appreciates it.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz said she had used that library throughout her schooling  

and is looking forward to the discussion. 

 

11) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this  

meeting  

 To hear an update on COVID-19 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Town set up a Vaccine Call Center utilizing CERT volunteers 

under the leadership of the new Bigelow Center Director Brenda Steele. She said over 500 calls 

were fielded in the first week, primarily from Fairfield residents. First Selectwoman Kupchick said 

the Call Center has been a great relief to Town departments and has significantly helped residents in 

need of assistance. She said the call volume grew each day it was open. She said currently, hours 

are 10-1 daily. First Selectwoman Kupchick said that residents leave a voicemail, their call will be 

returned. She said that depending on need, hours may be expanded. She said as a reminder, the 

number is 203.256.3082.  

  



First Selectwoman Kupchick said the Town is facing some issues with residents showing up for 

vaccines who are not eligible.  She said she sent a letter to the Governor asking the State to step 

up enforcement of other vaccination sites that are providing vaccines to those who are not 

currently eligible as deemed by the State.  First Selectwoman Kupchick said this has caused a 

great deal of confusion and anxiety and has put the Vaccine Clinic staff in precarious situations 

at times. She said she understands the frustration residents are feeling, but the Town has to 

strictly adhere to the guidelines set forth by the State Department of Public Health. First 

Selectwoman Kupchick said updates on the vaccine and eligibility continue to be posted on the 

homepage of the website, www.fairfieldct.org, under “vaccine update”.  

  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said Yale New Haven Health is setting up a drive through testing 

site in the small Mill Plain commuter lot.  She said this is many months of work finally coming 

to fruition and the goal is for the site to open to the public by March 1st, 7 days a week.  

  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said there is a snow shoveling program for residents who are 

physically unable to shovel their own driveways and sidewalks.  She said Fairfield Social 

Services is coordinating Snow Shoveling for Seniors which matches volunteer students willing 

to do shoveling with eligible seniors. First Selectwoman Kupchick said for information about 

the program or to volunteer, to please call Fairfield Social Services at 203-256-3170.  She said 

this program is dependent upon eligibility, the number of volunteers that sign up, and 

volunteers’ availability. 

  

First Selectwoman Kupchick reminded residents that per a Town ordinance, Fairfield property 

owners are responsible for removing snow and ice from the sidewalk along their property line 

within 24 hours after the storm and to keep the sidewalk clear of snow and ice. She said heavily 

used sidewalks near schools, public buildings and commercial areas are particularly important. 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said property owners may be fined and/or charged the cost of 

removal if they do not comply.  She asked that residents please shovel around fire hydrants. She 

acknowledged Acting DPW Director, John Marsilio, who was on the call and asked him to give 

an update on the storm.  Mr. Marsilio said he received a new forecast that said by 6:00 pm 

tonight, the majority of the snowstorm will convert to wetter and heavier snow/rain.  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz thanked Mr. Marsilio and the employees who went in at 5:00 am for 

keeping us safe and working so hard. 

  

First Selectwoman Kupchick said the deadline to pay quarterly taxes has been extended from 

Feb. 1 to April 1 per the Governor’s Executive Orders.  She said escrow accounts and 

commercial landlords are excluded and can still pay by regular mail with a February 1st  

postmark or via online. She said to visit fairfieldct.org/taxcollector.  

 

 Announcement of February’s Tree of Hope Lit at Sherman Green for Wakeman Boys & 

Girls Club 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said this month, the Tree of Hope on Sherman Green will be lit for 

Wakeman Boys & Girls Club.  She said the Club was founded in 1913 and since then has provided 

a place for thousands of children, young men and young women to be part of a vibrant community 

that helps young people grow up to BE GREAT.  She said the mission of Wakeman is to guide and 

inspire young people, especially those who need support the most, to reach their full potential as 

productive, caring and responsible citizens.  

http://www.fairfieldct.org/


First Selectwoman Kupchick said that at Wakeman Boys & Girls Club, the goal is for members to 

be good people who grow up to be active, engaged citizens in our community.  She said Wakeman 

is a member of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and for more than a century, Boys & Girls Clubs 

of America have helped put young people on the path to great futures. She said Boys & Girls Clubs 

annually serve nearly 4 million young people, through membership and community outreach, in 

nearly 4,000 Club facilities throughout the country. First Selectwoman Kupchick encouraged the 

public to stop by Sherman Green this month to see the Tree and learn more about the Wakeman 

Boys & Girls Club. 

 

 To hear an update on any other town matters - There were no additional items to discuss.  

 

12) Executive Session – Pending Litigation - George Bria vs. Town of Fairfield - with Attorney 

Richard Aiken 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said that since one of the attorneys could not be on the call, she asked  

for a motion to move Item 12 to the special BOS meeting on Monday, February 8, 2021.   

  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made the motion to postpone Item 12 to a date certain of the BOS Special  

meeting on Monday, February 8, 2021.  First Selectwoman Kupchick seconded the motion which  

carried unanimously. 

 

13) ADJOURN 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:29 pm.  First Selectwoman 

Kupchick seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


