
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 

 
MINUTES 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 4, 2019, in the First Floor Conference Room, Independence Hall. The 
meeting was recorded in its entirety by FairTV, Fairfield’s Education and Government 
Access Channel. 
 
Members Present:  First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Christopher W. 
Tymniak, Selectman Edward J. Bateson 
 
Others Present:  Emmet Hibson, Mary Hogue, CFO Robert Mayer, Denis McCarthy, 
Scott Thompson, William Hurley, James Merrick, Ted Hart, Pam Iaconne, Bill Norton 

 
1)    CALL TO ORDER  
First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Selectman Bateson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3) MINUTES  August 7, 2019 Regular  Meeting 
Selectman Bateson motioned to approve the item.  Selectman Tymniak seconded the 
motion. 
 
Selectman Bateson motioned to postpone the item. Selectman Tymniak seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
4) RESIGNATIONS (for information only) 
Land Acquisition Commission 
Jill W. Brown (D), 1112 Holland Hill Road, term 11/17 – 11/21 
(Resignation Date: August 2, 2019) 
 
5) FIRE CHIEF  To hear a report on ‘CodeRED Signup September’ 
 
Fire Chief McCarthy announced September as Emergency Preparedness Month. He 
explained the Code Red System that allows residents to sign up for emergency 
notifications or information such as paving, road closures and events. He said an added 
a new feature allows residents to receive texts. He noted 34,000 numbers are currently 
on the list. First Selectman Tetreau suggested he contact the Fairfield Board of Realtors 
and the Registrar of Voters to captures new residents. 
 
6) SUSTAINABLE FAIRFIELD TASK FORCE  To hear an update from the 
Sustainable Fairfield Task Force on National Drive Electric Week 
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Ms. Hogue announced the Green Wheels Expo to be held September 14th at 140 Mill 
Plain Road. She said they will feature an electric bus, 40 individual electric vehicles, 6 
local dealers, ride & drives, electric motorcycles, electric boats and hands-on activities 
to better understand how our choices affect the world. She said several 100 people 
attend the event and are seeking volunteers. She noted nonprofit organizations will be 
in attendance to explain how to finance electric choices. Mr. Thompson cited key 
sponsors UI and Maritime Chevrolet among others. First Selectman Tetreau declared 
Electric Drive Week and thanked them for hours of volunteer time. 
 
7) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS  To hear an update on the Rooster River Flood 
Control Study 
 
Mr. Hurley said the town has hosted three public meetings and plan another in the fall. 
He said this study is more environmentally friendly to provide flood relief and retention. 
Mr. Merrick gave a full report and background information highlighting focused sites. 
 
8) CHIEF FISCAL OFFICER  To hear, consider and approve an independent audit 
review of the financial controls and processes related to DPW transactions 
 
Mr. Mayer said the Board of Finance passed a recommendation to the Board of 
Selectmen to engage PKF O’Connor Davies to do an independent audit of DPW as a 
result of the arrest warrants that were issued. He said the Charge gave a broad scope. 
He said they will issue a preliminary draft report to both the Board of Finance and the 
Board of Selectmen and make recommendations. Selectman Tymniak emphasized that 
it is an independent audit and wants full access to any documentation. Mr. Mayer 
reviewed the credit memo policy violation issue. He stepped the Board through what an 
independent audit consists of. Selectman Tymniak questioned who directs the audit. Mr. 
Mayer said the auditors communicate with the Board of Finance sub-committee. The 
Selectmen agreed on the scope of work.  
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item.  Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion. 
 
Selectman Bateson motioned to amend the item up to $20,000 for an independent audit 
review.  Selectman Tymniak seconded the motion. 
 
Public comment on amendment – none. 
 
The amendment carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Mr. Mayer noted for the record no town body or commission has not received anything 
they requested from his office. 
 
Public comment on the motion as amended – none. 
 
The motion as amended carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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9) FILL PILE ISSUES DISCUSSION 
 
Selectman Tymniak would like a timeline created regarding the fill pile. He said he and 
Selectman Tymniak requested that Chief Lyddy, Town Attorney Stanton Lesser and HR 
Director Emmet Hibson attend the meeting. Chief Lyddy did not on advice from the 
State’s Attorney’s Office and Mr. Lesser was away. 
  
Selectman Tymniak asked why Mr. Michelangelo’s actions regarding the pavers weren’t 
a violation of the Employee Code of Conduct in the Town Charter. Mr. Hibson said he 
does not have the authority to interpret the Charter and that an opinion on the Charter 
would need to come from the Town Attorney.  He also said that if the Board wishes to 
discuss a specific employee and/or his actions that the Board would have to give 
sufficient notice to that employee in order to give him/her the opportunity to be present 
and also to choose whether the discussion occur in public or executive session. 
 
Selectman Tymniak asked why Mr. Michelangelo is still employed. First Selectman 
Tetreau replied that it is inappropriate to answer since the Town is still conducting an 
internal review. 
 
Selectman Bateson stated that he thinks the independent audit should be overseen by 
the Board of Selectmen, not the First Selectman. 
 
Mr. Hibson said Chief Lyddy kept him informed of the ongoing investigation until 
December 2018 but that he is no longer able to discuss the matter with Chief Lyddy. He 
said that his level of knowledge does not pertain to any current employees. 
 
Selectman Tymniak asked the status of finding an interim Public Works Director. He 
said he hasn’t seen anything advertised. First Selectman Tetreau said they are looking 
for an interim candidate since the opening is not permanent and has had some 
candidates which he forwarded to Mr. Hibson. Mr. Hibson said the position requires a 
professional engineering degree. 
 
Selectman Bateson said he doesn’t see in the letter from the State’s Attorney’s Office 
where it advises Chief Lyddy not to attend or speak at the meeting. First Selectman 
Tetreau suggested he email Chief Lyddy but Selectman Bateson said it is better to 
discuss in a public forum. 
 
Selectman Tymniak said he didn’t understand why Mr. Hibson couldn’t judge violations 
of Standards of Conduct and needs the Town Attorney’s opinion. First Selectman 
Tetreau suggested Selectman Tymniak take his concerns to the Ethics Commission.  
Mr. Hibson said he could give opinions on violations of employee policies but not 
Standards of Conduct from the Charter. Selectman Tymniak asked why the taking of 
pavers from the Public Works Yard wasn’t a violation of employee policies regarding the 
taking of goods or services. First Selectman Tetreau said that Mr. Michelangelo only 
took two pavers from the yard and that Mr. Julian gave the pavers to Mr. Michelangelo.  
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Mr. Hibson cautioned the Board that Mr. Michelangelo would need to be given the 
opportunity to be present for any discussion on Mr. Michelangelo’s actions. 
  
Mr. Hibson gave a history of the timing of his knowledge of the criminal investigation 
and the extent of his involvement as it related to employee matters.  
  
The Board discussed testing locations, remediation and results.  Selectman Bateson 
asked that the detailed results also be posted. Mr. Hibson said the Risk Manager is 
working on a final version of the January 10th draft response from Osprey to DEEP. 
Selectman Bateson requested both the draft and final version. 
 
The Board asked that Mr. Carey answer follow up questions on the hardening project, 
berm, fill and testing. First Selectman Tetreau said the Health Director is working with 
Tighe & Bond to identify additional fill sites. First Selectman Tetreau said he will check if 
we purchased fill during the timeframe from anyone but Julian. Mr. Hibson said the draft 
warrant he saw had nothing to do with contaminants.  The Board discussed Gould 
Manor, contracts, RFPs and town board approvals. First Selectman Tetreau said he will 
check with Purchasing to see if the Town has any RFPs that are being used for 
contracts. Selectman Tymniak suggested a policy change so we don’t have multi-year 
RFPs where town bodies don’t have a chance to change.  
 
First Selectman Tetreau explained the internal review process. He said the section of 
the arrest warrant that references Osprey’s report regarding potential contamination in 
the berm was misleading and inaccurate and that the Police Officer never spoke to 
Osprey. First Selectman Tetreau said he will send a copy of Osprey’s statement on the 
inaccuracies in the warrant which is posted on the Town website to Selectman Tymniak. 
He said berm test results were made fully available to the public at the time of the 
testing because the Town was working with the beach neighbors at that point. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau said an anonymous tip hotline is being set up. Mr. Hibson said 
the Town is outsourcing the line to a private company who will send email anonymously 
to the Town. He said he will put together a release of numbers and type of activity. 
Selectman Bateson requested the tips be sent to multiple people in town. 
 
Public comment – 

 Arthur Hersh of One Oak Bluff Road suggested the Town set up an independent 
board to look into the whole situation. 

 Dana Kery of 7 Green Acres Lane said Dana Huff of Tighe & Bond was on a 
committee with Jason Julian. She said there is no transparency. She said she sent 
11 emails to the First Selectman, that she would like the affidavit reviewed line by 
line and is disappointed on how the conversation has gone tonight. 

 Rick Grauer of 1537 Fairfield Beach Road questioned the berm test expenses. 

 Caroline Trabuco of 111 Lookout Drive South said there is a health issue, personnel 
issue, financial issue and public trust issue. She suggests each department be 
tasked to develop their own timeline to better understand. She is happy an 
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independent audit is being performed. She would like the community leaders to help 
regain public trust. 

 Heather Dean said she liked Ms. Trabuco’s comments about getting community 
leaders involved and thanked Mr. Tetreau for getting information out to the public. 

 
10) PRIVATE EXECUTIVE SESSION   
Hear and discuss personnel status of Joseph Michelangelo 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to enter into Private Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. 
Selectman Bateson seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to reconvene into Public Session at 7:20 p.m. Selectman 
Bateson seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0.  No motions were made 
or votes taken. 
 
11) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the 
amount of $11,592.77. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
12) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come 

before this meeting 
 

Selectman Tymniak expressed frustration that the Board of Selectmen didn’t receive a 
copy of the letter to the Town from FEMA dated June 20 notifying them that we weren’t 
getting funding and heard at the Board of Finance meeting. He said the Board of 
Finance made a motion at that meeting to include the Board of Selectmen regarding 
any FEMA reimbursement correspondence. First Selectman Tetreau said the Town is in 
the appeal process that was laid out at a prior Board of Finance meeting. Selectman 
Bateson went on the record stating the Board of Selectmen need to keep apprised of 
this. First Selectman Tetreau noted the full appeal and document is on the Town 
website. 
 
Selectman Tymniak said he had issues with the three projects over in the WPCA 
budget. He said he learned of this last week and should have been notified. First 
Selectman Tetreau said he and WPCA also learned about it last week. First Selectman 
Tetreau suggested they receive guidance from the Ethics Commission. He reminded 
them the Ethics Commission still needed to fill two republican vacancies, Selectman 
Tymniak will work on.  
 

13) ADJOURN  Selectman Tymniak motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 
Selectman Bateson seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheila Tesei, Recording Secretary 


