
 

  

The Town of Fairfield has focused on providing clean and sustainable energy for Town use. It 

has also made efforts to reduce energy demand through various projects by adopting energy 

saving efficiencies. The Town began by conducting a demand assessment years ago during 

previous administrations of all Town buildings to develop a plan for energy efficiencies. 

As a result of this assessment, the Town replaced inefficient lights, added room sensors and 

installed building management systems to monitor energy usage. These projects were 

completed in partnership with the U.I. Co.’s energy incentive programs. The results have been 

a reduction in kwh’s and a corresponding reduction in kw’s. In addition, the U.I.’s programs 

offered direct payment incentives in addition to interest-free financing.  

After the efforts of this demand reduction, the Town began implementation of technology to 

provide a clean and sustainable supply as a source of power for these buildings.  

A gas co-generation unit was placed at the Police Department through a 100% grant which 

yields a savings in energy generation of approximately twenty-seven thousand dollars per 

year. The installation of a fuel cell at the waste Water Treatment Facility, purchased through a 

Purchase Price Agreement, has yielded a savings of fifty-four thousand a year in costs. The 

solar array at the landfill has enabled the waste water treatment facility to perform entirely off 

the grid for its energy generation. 

As you know, the Town has also engaged in the installation of other solar energy projects at 

sites at many Town locations. The economic benefit of these installations is difficult to 

determine because of the nature of solar generation and the varied time-frame of 

installations. Because solar is advantageous only when the sun is out, its consistent 

effectiveness is limited. On the positive side, its effectiveness corresponds to the time of peak 

demand premium periods which occur daily between the hours of 12-8 Monday through 

Friday. With the sun shining the solar arrays provide power that effectively avoids these 

premium added costs. The overall cost benefit to the Town for the solar program is in excess 

of thirty-five thousand dollars per year.  

A further benefit of the solar installations is the provision of over three million kwh’s of clean 

sustainable energy to the Town. If the energy generated by the Police Department co-



 

generation plant and the waste water treatment facility fuel cell is added, the total clean 

energy supply is almost seven million kwh’s.  

The Town has been active with its policy of environmental awareness as evidenced in the 

implementation of programs to lower demand and increase the use of sustainable power. 

These programs have been acknowledged by the State of Connecticut DEEP, by the region 

clean cities and the Federal EPA for the achievements that were acknowledged. 
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