
Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
December 16, 2020 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on December 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly; Sheila Dravis 
 
ABSENT: Joanne Csonka 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the November 18, 2020 special meeting 
was made by Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Dravis. Ms. Dravis noted that in the 
discussion of ADU’s it should be clarified that ADU’s are not required to be affordable. 
The motion to accept the amended minutes was approved unanimously.  
 
MEETING DATES 
 
Mr. Barnhart presented a list of scheduled meetings for 2021. There was no discussion 
of the dates. Mr. Barnhart will forward the list to the town clerk. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 
Mr. Grathwohl was unanimously selected to continue as chair and Ms. Sammarco as 
vice-chair for the 2021 calendar year. Mr. Grathwohl mentioned that the terms of 
several commissioners would have reached the maximum number of years they may 
serve consecutively this year. He asked AHC members to suggest the names of 
possible replacements. 
 
UPDATE ON QUINCY STREET PURCHASE 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that he has scheduled several appraisals on properties adjacent to 
the unit that the Town has already purchased as the owners have expressed interest in 
selling. He has had conversations with First Selectwoman Kupchick and Jared Schmidt, 
Fairfield’s CFO, regarding financing options for property acquisition.  Mr. Barnhart 
reported that he and Mr. Schmidt have a call scheduled with Commissioner Mosquera-
Bruno see if there are any State or federal funds for the project.  
 



Ms. Sammarco asked if new housing on the site would be elevated. Mr. Barnhart said 
they would conform to flood regulations and be energy efficient. Ms. Makover said that 
the design firm, Duo Dickenson, frequently makes models of proposed buildings to aid 
in the concept proposal. Mr. Barnhart reported that he had met with Mr. Dickinson and 
will forward pictures of his proposed site plan concept. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the current balance in the fund is $564,000. As to whether some of 
the money could be used to update the Affordable Housing Plan, he said this could be 
part of an effort to assist the TPZ in updating the Town’s Master Plan. Mr. Barnhart 
estimated the cost to be $25K, and indicated that some funding could also come from 
the CDBG account. Mr. Barnhart suggested that the Committee present a plan and 
funding proposal to the Board of Selectmen. Ms. Dravis suggested that a representative 
of the TPZ attend AHC meetings to facilitate the development and completion of the 
plan update. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Sammarco and seconded by Ms. Lyons to allocate up to 
$15,000 from the Housing Trust Fund to update the Town’s Affordable Housing Plan. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Ms. Dravis and Mr. Barnhart said the application for the use of the HTF is near 
completion.  The guidelines and application will be on the agenda for January 2021.  
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Ms. Makover said the regulations regarding ADU’s will be discussed at a January TPZ 
meeting. There is statewide interest in ADU’s as living spaces and as office space.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said there has been no significant change in the numbers toward a 
moratorium for Fairfield.   
 
Mr. Barnhart reported on a proposed 17-unit development at 888-898 Oldfield Road, 
which recently underwent code review. 
 
A development group affiliated with the Fairfield Housing Authority has made an offer to 
purchase property on Mill Hill Terrace owned by the Episcopal Church for affordable 
housing. Ms. Sammarco said neighbors are already showing concern as to the density 
of potential development.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 
January 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Gretchen Goethner 
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