
Town of Fairfield 
Affordable Housing Committee 

November 18, 2020 
 

The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on November 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly; Sheila Dravis; Joanne Romano-Csonka 
 
ABSENT: None. 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the October 14, 2020 special meeting was 
made by Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Dravis. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
UPDATE ON QUINCY STREET PURCHASE 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that the Town had closed on the purchase of this property. The 
previous owner will stay in the home as a holdover tenant through 2021. Mr. Barnhart 
reported that he had spoken with several abutting property owners and that they had 
expressed interest in selling as well. Mr. Barnhart indicated that he is meeting with Duo 
Dickenson, a local architect, to discuss some preliminary design concepts and layouts 
for replacement housing on the site.   
 
DISCUSSION OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that roughly $300K was used to purchase the Quincy Street 
property. Mr. Barnhart stated that the plan is to repay the Fund post-development from 
sale proceeds.  Remaining funds are approximately $500,000. Ms. Dravis and her 
subcommittee plan to work with Mr. Barnhart on refining the pre-application form and 
guidelines. Mr. Barnhart will discuss the notice of funding availability and other materials 
with the Town attorney. Ms. Dravis suggested that notice be provided to all Town 
departments to help spread the word.  
  
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Ms. Makover said there was a favorable discussion of ADU’s at the TPZ meeting. There 
were questions that still need to be answered prior to a vote, but TPZ staff was 
handling.  Any significant changes to the proposed text amendments, including 



expanding ADUS to other districts, may require a new public hearing. Ms. Makover will 
investigate other communities’ use of incentives to encourage owners to add ADU’s. 
Ms. Dravis reminded everyone that not all ADUs would be affordable. Mr. Barnhart 
stated the case for incentivizing ADU creation may not be as strong if the ADUs cannot 
contribute points toward a moratorium.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Grathwohl said that an entity called the Open Communities Alliance had announced 
a Fair Share Housing Model for the State, which proposed to allocate housing needs 
regionally.  Ms. Makover said that this is only a proposal. 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the units at 1675 Post Road (Post Road Lofts) have been 
completed. Alto Fairfield is also nearing completion, with some units having already 
received a temporary certificate of occupancy.  Both projects will contribute housing unit 
equivalency points to a potential moratorium, but the Town is still short of the threshold. 
Mr. Barnhart reported on a new 17-unit development being proposed under CGS 8-30g 
for 888-898 Oldfield Road. The Fairfield Housing Authority project at 980 High Street, 
which was approved, is still on appeal.  
 
Ms. Lyons asked what happens after a moratorium is reached. Mr. Barnhart said that 
the temporary moratorium only applies to certain developments proposed under CGS 8-
30g. Developers appear to be aware of the Town’s efforts to secure a moratorium, and 
are continuing to file new applications. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday December16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
 


