
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
October 14, 2020 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on October 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly; Sheila Dravis; Joanne Romano-Csonka 
 
ABSENT: None. 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He noted 
that due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be 
permitted to contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the September 9, 2020 special meeting 
was made by Ms. Lyons and seconded by Ms. Sammarco. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
UPDATE ON QUINCY STREET PURCHASE 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that the RTM, TPZ and Board of Selectmen had approved the 
acquisition of 350 Quincy Street as a first step toward a planned redevelopment of the 
property to address flood compliance issues as well as to explore opportunities to add 
more affordable housing units.  Mr. Barnhart indicated that he had spoken to other 
property owners within the development and believes that adjoining properties would be 
available for purchase.  Mr. Barnhart stated that he hoped to leverage the Housing Trust 
Fund to provide financing for additional acquisition. He stated that the Town would look 
to partner with a developer to construct the project.  Mr. Barnhart thanked the AHC 
members for their support.  Ms. Makover asked how many other owners had expressed 
interest in selling. Mr. Barnhart said he had had received a favorable response from 4-5 
others. Mr. Barnhart said he would also seek other financing. Ms. Romano-Csonka 
asked if the town had a grants writer. Mr. Barnhart said that he typically performed that 
role.  
 
DISCUSSION OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart provided an update on the Fund balance, which stands at $810,000. Mr. 
Barnhart stated that new construction activity had slowed.  



 
The Committee discussed the latest draft application form. Ms. Dravis thanked Mr. 
Barnhart and Ms. Makover for their comments regarding the proposed applications. Ms. 
Dravis indicated that her subcommittee will continue to refine the documents based on 
the feedback received.  
 
DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN’S ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNIT REGULATIONS 
 
Ms. Makover reviewed the proposed amendments to the Town’ accessory apartment 
(accessory dwelling units) regulations. TPZ is planning to hear the application at a 
public hearing on October 27th.  Ms. Makover will work on a ‘story’ to explain the 
concept/benefits of ADU’s. In a response to a question, Mr. Barnhart said that the use of 
the HTF for ADU’s should be a separate program. The question was asked whether 
there would be help available to those seeking permits for ADU’s in explaining the 
parameters and obligations of establishing such units on one’s property. Mr. Barnhart 
said that a pamphlet like Ridgefield’s would be a good idea, but that his department and 
TPZ staff would be available to answer questions and assist those interested in creating 
an ADU.  
 
Consider and Act Upon Proposed Pre-Application & Guidelines: Action was deferred 
until the November meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Moratorium Status: Mr. Barnhart said there had been little change from the previously 
reported numbers. 
 
Projects in development: 23 units at 528 Black Rock Turnpike, approved; 131 Beach 
Road, hearing closed; 15 Unquowa Road, no application at present; 5545 Park Avenue, 
referred to public hearing (asking for regulatory amendment); 4221, 4257, 4185 Black 
Rock Turnpike, awaiting an application; 888 Oldfield, no action yet.  
 
Mr. Barnhart foresees another 12 + months until sufficient points for a moratorium can 
be attained.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  
 
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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