
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
August 20, 2020 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on August 20, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila 
Dravis; Joanne Romano-Csonka 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development;  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the July 15, 2020 special meeting was 
made by Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Lyons. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN’S ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNIT REGULATIONS 
 
Ms. Makover presented the preliminary draft of the proposed amendment to the 
accessory apartment regulations of the Town of Fairfield. She mentioned that this was 
prepared with the support of the Fairfield Senior Advocates and FairPlan. Ms. Makover 
stated that she and Ms. Sammarco met with Town Plan & Zoning staff to discuss the 
proposed changes and obtain any feedback. Ms. Makover stressed that the adoption of 
these proposed amendments would provide an important avenue for the development 
of more affordable units in Fairfield.  
 
The following motion was presented by Mr. Grathwohl and seconded by Ms. Davis: 
To authorize the Director of Community and Economic Development to submit on behalf 
of the Affordable Housing Committee an application to the Town Planning and Zoning 
Commission to amend section 6.0 of the Fairfield Zoning Regulations regarding 
accessory dwelling units based on the proposal made by the Fairfield Senior Advocates 
with the support of FairPlan. 
 
The motion was accepted unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Ms. Dravis spoke about her work on the AHTF document. She has not received much 
feedback to date from committee members.  
 



 

The following motion was made by Mr. Grathwohl, seconded by Ms. Makover: 
 
To establish a subcommittee comprised of Ms. Dravis, Ms. Lyons and Ms. Daly to 
provide recommendations to the AHC regarding the HTF by its October meeting. 
 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Moratorium Update: Mr. Barnhart stated that there was no change to the moratorium 
status report that he had presented to the Committee in July.  Mr. Barnhart noted that 
the TPZ public hearings regarding two proposed set-aside developments (CGS 8-30g) 
at 528 Black Rock Turnpike and 131 Beach Road have been continued.  He noted that 
TPZ had received a new application for a proposed 8-30g development for the former 
Plant Factory site. 
 
Mr. Grathwohl asked Mr. Barnhart to provide a brief summary of where the Town stands 
in securing a temporary moratorium under 8-30g.  Mr. Barnhart explained that Fairfield 
needs a total of 433 points to qualify for a moratorium, which is calculated based on 2% 
of the number of dwelling units in Town based on the last census.  Mr. Barnhart 
estimated that the Town has attained approximately 344 points thus far, but that another 
273 points are at stake in projects presently in development.  Mr. Barnhart noted that 
the CT Department of Housing has the final say on whether a project qualifies and to 
what extent.  Mr. Barnhart noted that only units constructed or newly deed-restricted 
after July 1, 1990, count toward a moratorium, and that units have to have been issued 
a certificate of occupancy in order to be counted. 
 
Mr. Grathwohl asked whether a moratorium would preclude all affordable housing 
developments under 8-30g.  Mr. Barnhart stated that some projects are exempt from a 
moratorium including some types of governmentally assisted projects including those 
with forty or fewer units (e.g. High Street) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that he expects to present a proposal to the AHC in September to 
purchase a property within the Navy Housing complex. Mr. Barnhart said the intent 
would be to acquire several adjoining parcels to facilitate future redevelopment and to 
resolve long-standing issues regarding flood elevation in order to preserve these units 
as deed-restricted affordable home ownership units.  
 
The committee briefly discussed several locations that have been presented as possible 
opportunities to create affordable housing, including 56 Shoreham Terrace, 173 Samp 
Mortar Drive and 995 South Pine Creek.   
 



 

Ms. Dravis asked if Fairfield had considered creating incentive housing zones for a 
portion of Kings Highway. Mr. Grathwohl said that IHZs were considered as part of the 
Affordable Housing Plan update, but there was nothing under consideration at this time. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
 
You can obtain the audio recording of the meeting here, https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings. 
 

https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings
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