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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE  

DRAFT – MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 15, 2020 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 

teleconference on July 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila Dravis; 

Carrie Makover 

 

ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Members of the 

Public 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He noted that due 

to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to contribute. 

 

MINUTES: An amendment was made and accepted to change ‘four’ story to ‘five’ story under 

‘Discussion regarding 131 Beach Road 8-30g.’ A motion was made by Ms. Sammarco and 

seconded by Ms. Lyons to accept the amended minutes of June 10, 2020 and the minutes of the 

special meeting of June 22, 2020. 

 

Discussion of Affordable Housing Trust Fund 

 

As a preliminary to a presentation by Ms. Dravis regarding potential guidelines for the use of the 

fund, Mr. Grathwohl read a section from the regulation establishing the Affordable Housing 

Trust Fund that delineated the primary goal of the fund. He noted that there was broad discretion 

in the use of the fund to further the creation of additional affordable units in Fairfield. 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the current balance in the fund is $771,677.39. The fund has been in existence 

for 20 months.  

 

Ms. Dravis presented her proposed Notice and Criteria for use of the Housing Trust Fund. 

Commissioners considered the recommendations. Suggestions included establishing a 

subcommittee of the AHC to refine the proposal and determine means for distributing this 

information to the public and developers who might be interested in constructing or renovating 

units to increase the affordable housing stock in Fairfield. Ms. Dravis asked that Commissioners 

submit suggestion for additions/changes to the proposal to her before the next meeting. 

 

Discussion of proposed amendments to Town’s Accessory Dwelling Unit regulations 

 

On behalf of the Fairfield Senior Advocates and the AHC, Ms. Makover presented a review of 

the existing regulations, reasons for addressing the question, and suggestions for updating the 

requirements for adding legal Accessory Dwelling Units in town. Mr. Grathwohl said that in 

addition to adding needed homes for those who wish for smaller, less expensive opportunities for 

housing in order to stay In Fairfield, the addition of more deed restricted ADUs would add to the 
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points the town needs to qualify for a moratorium under 8-30g. Fairfield Senior Advocates is 

asking the AHC to support an application to the TP&Z modifying Section 6 of the zoning 

regulations. Ms. Makover stressed that expanding options give homeowners and proposed 

tenants more housing choices. Mr. Reber suggested that as part of the process, a brochure be 

developed to explain to the public what accessory departments are and how they benefit the 

town. Commissioners were asked to send additions or suggestions for changes to Ms. Makover 

within the next week. She will incorporate them for reintroduction to the AHC. 

 

Old Business and Updates 

 

Mr. Barnhart said one owner in Parkview Commons (formerly Navy Housing, Reef Road) has 

expressed an interest in relocating. This unit is subject to the regulations governing Affordable 

Housing ownership in Fairfield. If this transaction is completed, the property could be land 

banked by the town for future use in redevelopment of the site for Affordable Housing.  

 

Mr. Grathwohl asked if there was any plan for the acquisition of a property on Ardmore Street to 

provide additional units. A recent proposal would have Operation Hope own and manage the site 

with potential help from the HTF. Mr. Barnhart said there is still an opportunity to arrange a deal 

on this property. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

You can obtain the audio recording of the meeting here, https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings. 
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