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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 22, 2020 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 

teleconference on June 22, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila Dravis; 

Joanne Romano-Csonka 

 

ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; members of public 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. He noted that due 

to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to contribute. 

 

AGENDA 

 

To consider a motion in support of a proposal that has been submitted to the TP&Z regarding 

two deed-restricted units at Westway Condominiums (479 Westway Road, Southport) 

 

The proposal would allow the TP&Z to negotiate with Westway Road,LLC (the developer) to 

allow the release of the two deed-restricted units at Westway, in exchange for one three-

bedroom, two-bath condominium unit at the Southport Woods development, plus a financial 

contribution to facilitate its purchase of a 4-unit house on Ardmore Street. Both the Southport 

Woods condo and the 4-unit house would be owned by Operation Hope and used as affordable 

housing.  

 

Mr. Grathwohl said the question encompasses the concept of allowing developers to substitute 

off-site locations for their obligation to adhere to the requirement of 10% affordable units in 

projects of 10 or more units as required in the Inclusionary Zoning provision. Also to be 

considered is whether the units should be rental or owner occupied and what arrangements would 

enable the town to expand the number of affordable units. An additional consideration is 

securing additional points toward an 8-30g moratorium. 

 

Mr. Barnhart summarized the history of the Westway development from its purchase by White 

Cap in 2006. Plans were approved for this property before the amendment to the TP&Z 

regulations which required the 10% deed restricted units of affordable housing. 

 

AHC members discussed the objectives of the motion. Ms. Sammarco mentioned that in 

previous considerations of the situation at Westway, the AHC recognized that, due to the cost of 

the units, the burden of the common charges and the anticipation of future assessments, the two 

units would be difficult for owners who originally qualified financially to continue ownership. In 

essence, we could e setting them up to fail. She suggested that the Town might be in a position to 

‘trade’ two units of housing for 5 units.  
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Mr. Barnhart said the history of this development is unique and the recommendation of this 

motion should not provide a precedent for other developers to use to avoid providing the 

affordable units in their projects. 

 

Ms. Dravis expressed the need to spread affordable housing units throughout town and said that 

Southport is without such accommodations. She favors using resources to aid potential owners of 

the two existing condominiums in the Westway complex in order to maintain the current 

agreement. Another question is whether the Southport Woods Condominium Association would 

agree to this purchase.  

 

Mr. Grathwohl asked for a vote on the motion. 

 

Voting in favor: Grathwohl, Sammarco, Lyons, Daly, Romano-Csonka 

Voting against: Dravis 

The motion was adopted. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 

 

You can obtain the audio recording of the meeting here, https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings. 
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