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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE  

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 10, 2020 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting via 

teleconference on June 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila Dravis; 

Joanne Romano-Csonka 

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Carrie Makover; Jan 

Reber; Hogan Love; Frank Sweeney, Michael Rosten 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He noted that due 

to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to contribute. 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said that Mr. Donne had resigned from the committee. 

 

MINUTES: Minutes of the meeting of February 12, 2020 were approved unanimously. 

 

UPDATES: 

 

Discussion of Committee Rules 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said that among the procedures under discussion would be seating/signage 

arrangements for meetings that will attract a large number of people. The goal will be to align the 

format with that used by other town bodies.    

 

Fairfield MetroCenter development 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said the TP&Z Commission had approved plans for a mixed use development 

encompassing some retail, offices and apartments for the Fairfield MetroCenter site with 12% of 

the residences to be deed restricted as ‘affordable’ under revised inclusionary requirements for 

TOD sites. There will be 357 apartments in total upon full build-out, with the project being 

developed in phases over multiple years. Site work will begin in the fall.  

 

78 Unquowa Place 8-30g 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that the hearing was closed and that the TP&Z Commission may vote on this 

project at their June 23, 2020 meeting. 

 

Moratorium Status report 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said that currently the town has an estimated 341 points toward the 433 needed 

for the DOH to grant a moratorium. There are developments underway and one more is in the 
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approval process. Units must receive a certificate of occupancy and be deed restricted for 40 

years in order to be considered for a moratorium. 

 

Update on Beacon View, Showcase Cinema, other potential developments 
 

Mr. Barnhart said that the Beacon View application had been denied by the TP&Z and is on 

appeal. Mr. Grathwohl reported that the Showcase Cinemas redevelopment (Bridgeport) would 

add 300 rental units and may affect demand for Fairfield units. 

 

Operation Hope and Proposed Use of Housing Trust Funds 

 

Commissioners discussed the need to use these funds to leverage the development of additional 

affordable housing in Fairfield. Supporting the work of Operation Hope is one way to further 

these goals. One potential project would be to assist OH in the acquiring of a property on 

Ardmore Street. A suggestion was made to invite Carla Miklos of Operation Hope to attend a 

meeting of the AHC to speak about the mission of Operation Hope and its methods for acquiring 

and managing property. Mr. Grathwohl said he would extend an invitation to the organization to 

meet with the commissioners. This would aid the AHC in developing guidelines for the 

distribution of the Trust Funds. A special meeting of the AHC may be necessary to address this 

issue. 

 

Discussion regarding 131 Beach Road 8-30g 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said the proposal for development of this property includes a four story 

residential building in an A zone. Neighbors have hired an attorney to voice their concerns. The 

TP&Z will consider the application in July. Mr. Barnhart said it is possible that some of the units 

would be rental and others would be for sale. Mr. Barnhart reiterated that it is the TP&Z that has 

the authority to ensure compliance with all requirements. He said the current affordability plan 

for the site designates the units as ‘rental.’  

 

Possible donation of land, 995 South Pine Creek 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said the owner is willing to negotiate on the price, but not make a donation. A 

wetland permit has been approved and is good for three years. The property could accommodate 

one or two dwelling units. Ms. Dravis suggested seeking non-profit housing developers to 

partner in the development of housing. Mr. Grathwohl said that other town commissions would 

need to be consulted on the viability of development here before negotiations could begin.  

 

Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the Fund balance is currently $741,589.89. A plan needs to be developed that 

will inform the public of the availability and criteria for use of the funds. Mr. Grathwohl raised 

the possibility of using a small portion of the fund to update the Town’s Affordable Housing 

Plan. 

 

Update on Accessory Dwelling Units 
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Mr. Grathwohl said there are currently 150-200 legal accessary apartments. He stressed the need 

to have units deed restricted in order to qualify for the 8-30g moratorium. Mr. Barnhart said there 

is still the need to find suitable incentives that would encourage more owners to voluntarily deed 

restrict their accessory apartments so that these units might count toward a moratorium. This 

may require regulatory changes 

 

See comments from Catherine Giff, a member of the public, submitted by email, at the end of the 

minutes. 

 

Discussion of AHC workplan for 2020-2021 

 

Mr. Grathwohl stressed the need for continuing education of the public about the need for 

affordable housing. 

 

Other Business 

 

Mr. Barnhart said there would be a public hearing on the distribution of CDBG funds on June 15. 

The final plan must be submitted to the RTM and BOS in June before it is forwarded to Hartford 

in July and HUD in August.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m 

 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 8, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

You can obtain the audio recording of the meeting here, https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings. 
 

https://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings

