
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

DRAFT – MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on 

February 12, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Old Post Road Conference Room. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Nancy Lyons; 

Joanne Csonka; Sheila Dravis; Helene Daly  

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; members of the public  

 

Housing Needs Assessment Workshop/CDBG 

 

Mr. Barnhart provided an overview of the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program and consolidated planning process.  Mr. Barnhart noted that Fairfield 

was an entitlement community, meaning that it receives funding directly from the U.S. 

Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) for this program.  He noted that 

projects or activities to be funded under CDBG need to meet a national objective and be 

eligible for funding, but that the Town had discretion in terms of how it allocates CDBG 

funds to meet priority housing and community development needs. Mr. Barnhart noted 

that the Consolidated Plan is a multi-year coordinated strategy to identify and address 

those priority housing and community development needs.  Fairfield receives roughly 

$500K each year under the CDBG program, which the Town directs to assist persons or 

areas of low to moderate income.  He asked that applications from organizations for 

distribution from these funds be received by his office by March 16, 2020.  Mr. Barnhart 

opened the hearing for questions and comments.  Several attendees mentioned the need 

for more housing options, including those for veterans and the disabled. 

 

This portion of the meeting ended at 7:45 p.m. 

 

The AHC portion of the meeting commenced at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Minutes: The minutes of January 8, 2020 were approved. 

 

AHC Annual Report to the RTM 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the Annual Report will be presented to the RTM. It will also be 

available online. The report will provide a status on the Housing Trust Fund.  

 

2020 AHC Objectives 

 

Mr. Grathwohl invited discussion of AHC work priorities for the balance of 2020.  

Among the items discussed: 



 

Revisit accessory units (Ms. Dravis will coordinate) 

Consider a housing incentive zone 

Examine tax relief as incentive to build affordable units 

Continue to educate the public as to the need for more housing options 

Update the affordable housing plan 

Consider updates to the model affordability plan to include a set aside for 

accessible units 

 

Update on 8-30g Developments 

 

Mr. Barnhart provided a brief update on proposed set aside developments under 8-30g, 

including: 980 High Street, 15-21 Beaconview, 131 Beach Road (former Masonic Lodge, 

where 40 units are being proposed), 78 Unquowa Place, and 92/140 Bronson Road. 

 

Update on Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart reported that the balance in the Housing Trust Fund is currently 

$702,949.39. There was discussion regarding possible uses of the funds and criteria by 

which the Committee could use to evaluate applications. Mr. Grathwohl spoke about the 

movement in Minneapolis to increase the number of affordable units. He will disseminate 

information on the methods being used there.  

 

Moratorium Status 

 

Mr. Barnhart provided an updated report.  He reminded Committee members that units 

can only be counted once a certificate of occupancy has been issued and the units have a 

deed restriction of 40 years or more. 

 

Other Business 

 

Mr. Barnhart noted that the Chair had sent a letter on behalf of the AHC to TPZ 

providing comments on the proposed text amendment regarding the Fairfield Metro 

Center development.   In the letter, Mr. Grathwohl reiterated the Committee’s position 

that the set aside requirements be increased to at least fifteen percent. 

 

Ms. Dravis mentioned a national movement to eliminate zoning restrictions for multi-

family/affordable housing: Mr. Grathwohl will send information from the Minneapolis 

effort. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



Gretchen Goethner 
 


