
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
September 9, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
Zoom on September 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly; Joanne Csonka; Heather Dubrosky 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Glenn 
Chalder, Planimetrics; Jim Wendt, Planning Director; Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant 
Planning Director; Carla Miklos, Operation Hope; Carol Martin, Fairfield Housing 
Authority 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
AGENDA 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the August 11, 2021 special meeting was 
made by Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Lyons. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN UPDATE 
 
Mr. Chalder presented possible strategies that the Committee could consider to provide 
more housing diversity and options. He noted that the Town is required to submit an 
update to its Affordable Housing Plan by June 2022. He reviewed a framework for 
possible strategies (Briefing Book #7) and solicited feedback from Committee members 
on the strategies contained therein.  Mr. Chalder noted that strategies were grouped 
into near term and longer term strategies. He stressed the importance of good design 
and pro-active planning which can strengthen neighborhoods. 
 
Committee members made a number of suggestions. Among the issues discussed were 
the quality of the natural environment and consideration for sea-level rise, the need for 
additional deed-restricted units by leveraging the Town’s existing housing stock and the 
desire for a variety of affordable housing strategies.  
 
Ms. Miklos commented on Operation Hope’s experience developing and managing 
supportive housing units in Town, including those on Jarvis Court. 



 
Ms. Martin noted that some of the very large residences in some parts of town could be 
adapted into multiple unit buildings.   
 
Mr. Chalder said he expected to begin work on a draft report for the Committee’s 
review. Mr. Barnhart outlined steps for community engagement with various 
stakeholders.  The Committee discussed holding a joint planning workshop with the 
Town Plan & Zoning Commission in October to review specific strategies. 
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Ms. Makover said that Fairfield Senior Advocates is interested in hosting a public 
meeting to present and share information on the recent changes to the Town’s ADU 
regulations. She noted that the group is working with staff on some informational 
pamphlets and brochures.  Mr. Wendt said that that the TPZ may exercise its ability to 
opt out of some provisions in the State statutes involving ADUs. Mr. Wendt noted that 
the Town’s ADU regulations largely mirror those contained in the State Statutes, but 
that the Town doesn’t permit ADUs in the beach district and in multi-family zones.  
 
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 
 
Ms. Miklos and Ms. Martin urged the Committee to advocate that Town leaders include 
funding for affordable housing in the allocation plan for American Rescue Plan Act 
funds. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.  
 
The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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