
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
Meeting of August 11, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting via 
Zoom on August 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Heather Dubrosky; 
Nancy Lyons; Joanne Csonka 
 
ABSENT: Helene Daly 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Glenn 
Chalder, Planimetrics; members of the public 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. He said the 
committee would entertain questions from non-members participating in the meeting. 
 
AGENDA 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the July 20th 2021 special meeting was 
made by Ms. Lyons and seconded by Ms. Makover. The motion was unanimously 
accepted.  
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN UPDATE 
 
Mr. Chalder shared recent results of the survey. He asked the Committee members to 
review and follow up with any questions or suggested changes.  Mr. Barnhart shared 
that he had presented the survey results to the RTM and to other Town Boards and 
Commissions. Mr. Chalder provided an overview of provisions within the Town Plan of 
Conservation & Development (POCD) pertaining to housing.  Mr. Barnhart noted that 
TPZ is in the process of updating its POCD, and is looking to the AHP update to inform 
that effort.  Mr. Chalder also provided a summary of zoning regulations related to 
housing (Booklet #5). 
 
Regarding height limitations, Mr. Chalder noted that allowing more dense developments 
in some areas can preserve open space. He said the concept of developing 
neighborhood ‘centers’ could be appealing. Ms. Makover said this concept could 
encourage smaller developments.  
 



Mr. Chalder also reviewed the recent legislative session and laws enacted related to 
housing.  Regarding recently approved regulations defining ADU’s, Ms. Makover 
suggested the AHC develop a policy related to these new laws. 
 
Mr. Chalder said this plan would assist and guide future development and would be 
updated every five years. 
 
Ms. Makover asked how all this new information could be incorporated into the work of 
town boards. Mr. Chalder said he would work with Mr. Barnhart on a plan to suggest 
this. Mr. Barnhart said he is looking to fall to put forth recommendations.  Mr. 
Leimkuhler, a member of the public, reviewed his analysis of survey findings.  
 
PARKVIEW COMMONS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said there would be one closing in September. He is in conversation with 
two other owners about selling to the town. He is also refining the RFQ/RFP for the 
redevelopment project. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the most recent accounting of the AHTF shows a balance of $505K. 
Most of the funds committed thus far have been used to support the Parkview 
Commons project. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The P & Z took no vote on the Park Avenue application. 
 
Mr. Barnhart said there is no hearing date yet for a formal application for a 26-unit 
development on Beacon Square. 
 
Notice will be forthcoming as to additional meetings regarding the survey/plan. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, 
September 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
 


	Town of Fairfield
	Office of Community & Economic Development
	Affordable Housing Committee
	Meeting of August 11, 2021
	Gretchen Goethner

