
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development 

Affordable Housing Committee 
Minutes of Meeting of June 9, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held its regularly scheduled 
meeting via Zoom on June 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Carrie Makover; Heather Dubrosky; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly 
 
ABSENT: Cindy Sammarco; Joanne Csonka 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Glenn 
Chalder, Planimetrics; Members of the public 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the May 12, 2021 meeting was made by 
Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Daly. The motion was unanimously accepted.  
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN UPDATE 
 
Mr. Chalder said that 469 responses to the housing survey have been received to date. 
Mr. Chalder reviewed the Housing Inventory/Assessment Data booklet which had been 
distributed to AHC members. The information therein is based on 2010 census and/or 
American Community Survey data, the latter of which is generally a little less reliable, as 
the 2020 census data is not yet available. Mr. Chalder made several observations 
including: 
 

• The age composition of Fairfield’s population is changing and trending older 
• More than half of all housing units are occupied by one or two people 
• Fairfield has a higher % of households earning $100K+ than does that County or 

State, but 28% of households meet the “ALICE” criteria and likely struggle with 
cost of living; 

• Fairfield has a higher share of single-family units and lower share of multi-family 
units than the County or State. 

• Fairfield has a higher share of owner occupied housing units than the County or 
State; 

• Nearly 1/3 of Fairfield households are considered cost-burdened, i.e. they spend 
more than 30% of income on housing costs 



 
 
At the next meeting, Mr. Chalder will present responses to the survey.   
 
PARKVIEW COMMONS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance and RTM had unanimously 
approved $2 million in funding for the project as well as the purchase of three additional 
units within the development. Mr. Barnhart said that the creation of the Housing Trust 
Fund was critical to moving this redevelopment forward. The next step is to find a 
redevelopment partner.  
 
ACCESORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Ms. Makover indicated that she would be working with others to plan a “how-to” 
workshop for this fall.  Mr. Barnhart said the Regional Planning group would be asked 
for assistance in sharing helpful information on ADU’s.  
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart said as of June 8, 2021 the HTF had a balance of $626,163.65. Mr. 
Barnhart reminded members that $15K from the Fund would go toward the updated 
Affordable Housing Plan. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that there was little change in the moratorium tracker from last month. 
Mr. Barnhart noted that the proposed development at 5545 Avenue had been re-filed as 
a 120-unit set aside (CGS 8-30g) development. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The owner of the Ridgeley Avenue property is seeking some assistance to build a 
duplex in a Residence-B zone.  The site does not meet the minimum lot size 
requirements and would need a variance.  Additionally, the owner has asked whether 
the AHC would provide funding assistance if both units were deed restricted as 
affordable.  The Committee was open to entertaining an application. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, July 
14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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