
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
May 12, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting via Zoom on May 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Carrie Makover; Cindy Sammarco; Heather Dubrosky; 
Nancy Lyons; Joanne Csonka; Helene Daly 
 
ABSENT: Nancy Lyons 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Glenn 
Chalder, Planametrics 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute to the discussion. 
 
Mr. Grathwohl welcomed Ms. Dubrosky to the AHC. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2021 meeting was made by 
Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Daly. The motion to accept the minutes was 
approved with an abstention by Ms. Sammarco. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN UPDATE 
 
Mr. Chalder reviewed a draft survey on housing needs with Committee members.  Mr. 
Chalder would like to finalize the survey and distribute in early June.  Committee 
members provided feedback on the survey.  One suggestion is that neighborhoods be 
designated by the names recognized by most residents of Fairfield. Mr. Barnhart 
suggested that Mr. Chalder send out a test survey to Committee members. The 
Committee discussed whether it was necessary or desirable to incentivize people to fill 
out the survey. Mr. Barnhart stated that he didn’t feel incentives would be necessary 
and that past surveys had seen relatively high levels of participation and engagement. 
 
PARKVIEW COMMONS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that the proposed purchase and financing plan for Parkview 
Commons received unanimous support from the RTM. In addition to 350 Quincy Street, 
which was purchased in the fall, the Town is under contract to purchase three additional 
properties, and that his office has been in discussions with two other homeowners. The 



Town intends to solicit qualifications from potential development partners and to secure 
additional financing for the project.  The Town and/or its development partner will also 
need to secure site plan approval from TPZ. 
 
ACCESORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Committee members discussed and agreed that it would be best to postpone a 
workshop on accessory dwelling units until the fall. In the meantime, Ms. Makover 
indicated that she would continue to work on the presentation.   
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the Housing Trust Fund has a balance of roughly $670,000. He noted 
that the Committee had approved $15K toward preparation of the Affordable Housing 
Plan. Mr. Barnhart has asked Metrocog to aid in web site development. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that there had been little change since last month in his projections of 
housing unit equivalency points for a moratorium under CGS 8-30g.  
 
The proposed 94-unit set aside (CGS 8-30g) residential development on the former 
Plant Factory site at 4185 Black Rock Turnpike was approved by TPZ.  
 
The proposed CDBG action plan will go to the RTM for its review and approval in June. 
 
Mr. Barnhart indicated that his office had received ten applications for funding under the 
State’s Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Program.  The proposed projects also 
require the approval of the RTM in June. 
 
A 17-unit residential development (CGS 8-30g) is being proposed for 888-898 Oldfield 
Road. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, June 
9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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