
Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
April 14, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; and Joanne 
Csonka 
 
ABSENT: Cindy Sammarco 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Glenn 
Chalder, Planimetrics 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
AGENDA 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the March 10, 2021 special meeting was 
made by Ms. Daly and seconded by Ms. Makover. The motion to accept the minutes 
was approved unanimously. 
 
CONSULTANT FOR AHP UPDATE 
 
Mr. Barnhart introduced Mr. Chalder of Planimetrics as the consultant selected to 
update the Town’s Affordable Housing Plan. He noted that Mr. Chalder had worked with 
the Town and this Committee in preparing the 2014 Affordable Housing Plan.  Mr. 
Chalder noted the progress made by Fairfield in implementing the actions steps 
identified in the 2014 Plan. The Commissioners introduced themselves and spoke of the 
needs they viewed as priorities.  
 
Mr. Chalder reviewed the context for the study, his proposed scope of work, schedule 
and key deliverables. The Committee discussed various ways to conduct public 
outreach and enlist public participation.  Mr. Chalder will begin work on a draft survey 
instrument to be presented and discussed at the next meeting.  Mr. Chalder said new 
census data will be helpful once it is publicly disseminated.  He noted that State law 
requires communities to develop or update their affordable housing plans once every 
five years.   
 
Mr. Barnhart said the plan will need to be accepted by the Board of Selectmen and that 
it will be important to have buy-in from other groups and boards. Mr. Chalder expects 



that a draft plan would be presented in September with the final report and plan to be 
completed in the first quarter of 2022. 
 
PARKVIEW COMMONS 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that the Town is under contract to purchase two additional properties, 
and that he is pursuing two others, within the Parkview Commons development. The 
goal is to assemble multiple lots on which to construct new duplexes or triplexes at the 
correct flood elevation to address flooding concerns as well as to increase the number 
of affordable housing units. He continues to explore the possibility of securing State 
financing for the eventual redevelopment, and has had conversations with the DOH 
Commissioner and her staff. Mr. Barnhart is requesting AHC support to use HTF 
monies to finance the purchase acquisition.  He noted that the AHC had already 
authorized last fall $295K from the HTF to purchase 350 Quincy Street within the same 
development.  He is now asking Town Boards to approve the issuance of short term 
debt to finance the acquisition of additional parcels with the HTF paying the annual debt 
service (interest and financing costs) on the notes.  The principal would be repaid from 
the proceeds of the sale. Ms. Daly said she would approach some local builders to see 
if they would be interested in contributing to the project. 
 
Ms Makover made a motion to support Mr. Barnhart’s request to reallocate $295,000 
from the Housing Trust Fund to facilitate the purchase acquisition and redevelopment of 
properties within the Parkview Commons (former Navy Housing) development. Ms. Daly 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACCESORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Mr. Grathwohl will ask the Ridgefield Housing Authority if Fairfield could use their 
guidelines, with adaptations. Marketing efforts about the new rules should begin in May. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the funds are currently $650,000. He has had conversations with 
several parties about the potential use of the funds, but not a definitive proposal or 
application. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart referred to the moratorium update he previously provided to the AHC.  The 
application for 131 Beach Road has been approved with conditions. Mr. Grathwohl is 
working with Operation Hope to find a date for a joint board meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 
May 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Gretchen Goethner, Recording Secretary 
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