
Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
March 10, 2021 

 
 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on March 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 
Daly; Sheila Dravis; Joanne Csonka; 
 
ABSENT: None 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the February 10, 2021 meeting was made 
by Ms. Daly and seconded by Ms. Csonka. The motion to accept the minutes was 
approved unanimously. 
 
AHC GOALS FOR 2021 
 
• Promote ADU’s 
• Update the Affordable Housing Plan 
• Promote the Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Mr. Barnhart referenced a pamphlet produced by Ridgefield as an example to follow to 
help explain and promote the ADU program. Ms. Makover suggested developing a 
webinar through which Town Plan & Zoning staff would describe ADUs and the process 
by which you can apply for the permits required. Commissioners agreed to help Ms. 
Makover develop some plans. 
 
Proposed Statewide ADU Regulations: 
 
Mr. Barnhart referenced several bills pending before the General Assembly.  He noted 
that SB1024 discusses ADUs and that there would be a public hearing on March 15, 
2021.  
 



AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN UPDATE  
 
Mr. Barnhart said that responses to the Town’s Request for Qualifications are due on 
March 11, 2021. Purchasing will publish a list of those responses received on the 
Town’s website.  Mr. Barnhart will review the responses and work with Purchasing to 
issue an award.  Mr. Barnhart expressed hope that the Town would have a planning 
consultant on board in time for the Committee’s April meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS AND UPDATES 
 
a) There were no comments from the RTM on the AHC Annual Report.  
 
b) Mr. Barnhart reported that he has extended written offers to three properties at the 
Parkview Commons development and hopes to have them under contract soon.  Mr. 
Barnhart hopes to present a redevelopment plan to the AHC at the next meeting.   
 
c) Mr. Grathwohl has reached out has reached out to Operation Hope to arrange a joint 
Board Meeting.  
 
d) The Affordable Housing Trust Fund has a current balance of $623,361.68. 
 
e) There is no change in the moratorium status. 
 
f) Development update: no formal application yet for development of 83 Castle Avenue; 
TPZ conducted an informal review of a proposed TOD/mixed use development at 737-
50 Commerce Drive (Rio Bravo property: proposing 75 units in a mixed use project); 
4185 Black Rock Turnpike; public hearing continued; 15 Unquowa Road: public hearing 
continued (adjacent to Community Theater: proposed 4 floor retail, office, 33 residential 
units); Greenfield Hill  Center: 1 building approved for office/residential;  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Promotion of the AHC plan was discussed. Mr. Barnhart said that the planning 
consultant should have input. 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that his office has begun planning for program year 47 under the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.  Mr. Barnhart also noted that 
his office has begun accepting applications under the neighborhood assistance act 
(NAA) program. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gretchen Goethner 
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