
 
 
 

Town of Fairfield 
Office of Community & Economic Development  

Affordable Housing Committee 
February 10, 2021 

 
The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting via 
teleconference on February 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:   Steve Grathwohl; Cindy Sammarco; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene 

Daly; Sheila Dravis; Joanne Csonka; 
 
ABSENT:      Nancy Lyons 

 
ALSO:           Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; State 

Representative Laura Devlin; State Representative Jennifer Leeper; State 
Representative Cristin McCarthy-Vahey; State Senator Tony Hwang 

 
 
Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. He thanked members of the 
State legislative delegation for attending, and noted that due to the format of the 
meeting only committee members and invited guests would be permitted to contribute. 
 
MINUTES:  
 
A motion was made by Joanne Csonka to accept the minutes of the January 13, 2021 
meeting, which was seconded by Helene Daly. The motion to accept the minutes was 
approved unanimously by the members present. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN: 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the Board of Selectmen had authorized the AHC to update 
the Town’s Affordable Housing Plan and had committed funds for this work. Mr. 
Grathwohl reported that the ADU amendment was approved by the TPZ Commission 
 
DISCUSSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION 
REGARDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING: 
 
Members of the delegation thanked Mr. Barnhart and the AHC for the work they have 
done to date to promote increasing affordable housing opportunities in Fairfield. Ms. 
McCarthy-Vahey, co-chair of the Planning and Development Committee, said her 
committee is reviewing bills to be considered this term. She expects there to be some 
bills regarding CGS 8-30g and how it might be revised, as there are every year. 
Hearings on marked-up bills will likely begin in mid-March. Ms. McCarthy-Vahey and 



Senator Hwang pledged to keep the AHC informed of upcoming public hearings and 
legislation being considered.  All members of the delegation agreed that zoning is a big 
issue, and noted efforts by Desegregate CT, among others, in proposing legislative 
changes. They recognized that there needs to be cooperation on three levels: local, 
state, federal governments.  
 
Mr. Barnhart updated the delegation on progress regarding redevelopment of the 
Quincy Street/Parkview Commons property. He emphasized that it would not only 
provide additional affordable units but would conform address long-standing FEMA 
compliance issues.  He said that he is exploring possible CTDOH funding for the 
project. Members of the delegation offered to support the Town’s efforts to secure State 
financing. Mr. Grathwohl mentioned that the Housing Trust Fund had been used to 
initiate this development. 
 
Mr. Barnhart enumerated some of the many housing projects underway or planned that 
would yield housing unit equivalency points upon completion so that the Town might 
apply for and attain a temporary moratorium under CGS 8-30g.  
 
OLD BUSINESS AND UPDATES: 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the AHC Annual Report had been submitted to the RTM, and 
that he and Cindy Sammarco had attended the RTM Committee meeting to present the 
report and answer questions. Mr. Barnhart indicated that he would share a copy of the 
report with the State delegation. 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that he is working with the Purchasing Department to post the 
RFQ for a consultant to update the Town’s Affordable Housing Plan. Mr. Barnhart stated 
that he hopes to have a consultant on board by April. 
 
Housing Trust Fund/Moratorium 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the Trust Fund has a balance of about $500,000. Fairfield 
has amassed an estimated 377 points of the 433 points needed for a temporary 
moratorium. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday March 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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