
 
Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development  
Affordable Housing Committee 

January 13, 2021 
 

The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting via 
teleconference on January 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Steve Grathwohl; Carrie Makover; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila Dravis 
 
ABSENT: Joanne Csonka; Cindy Sammarco 

 
ALSO: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development;  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Grathwohl called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. He noted that 
due to the format of the meeting only members of the committee would be permitted to 
contribute. 
 
AGENDA 
 
MINUTES: A motion to accept the minutes of the December 16, 2020 special meeting 
was made by Ms. Makover and seconded by Ms. Dravis. The motion to accept the 
minutes was approved unanimously.  
 
AHC ANNUAL REPORT TO THE RTM 
 
Mr. Barnhart asked for comments on the draft report he had circulated. The 2014 plan 
included 11 goals. The majority have been implemented and there has been progress 
toward achieving an initial moratorium. Mr. Grathwohl commented that the plan was well 
presented. Mr. Barnhart noted that some members of the RTM had requested last year 
a map showing the location of affordable housing units in Town by RTM District and 
census tract.  Mr. Barnhart asked whether he should include a map again, to which 
there was agreement.  Mr. Barnhart will revise and provide to the RTM for its February 
meeting..  
 
Mr. Grathwohl made a motion to approve the report and authorize its submission to the 
RTM.. Ms. Dravis seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
HIRING A CONSULTANT FOR UPDATED AFP 
 
Mr. Barnhart shared a draft request for qualifications/proposals for a planning consultant 
to assist the Town and the AHC with preparing an update to the Affordable Housing 
Plan.  Mr. Barnhart noted that the Board of Selectmen had tasked the AHC with 
updating the Town’s Plan and had approved $15K from the Housing Trust Fund and 
$10K from CDBG funds.  Mr. Barnhart noted that he would have to work with the 



Purchasing Agent to issue the RFQ, and that he hoped to have a consultant on board 
by April 1st.  
 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
Ms. Makover provided an update on the proposed text amendment regarding accessory 
dwelling units that is pending before the Town Plan & Zoning Commission. She noted 
that the TPZ Commission had tabled the matter pending a staff report.  
 
Mr. Grathwohl asked what measures could be taken to encourage the creation of ADU’s 
that would add to our inventory. Mr. Barnhart said that he is working with the Town 
Attorney to clarify measures that would conform to state requirements so that the units 
would count toward the Town’s affordable housing goals. 
 
Mr. Grathwohl will invite members of the Fairfield state delegation to attend an 
upcoming meeting to discuss ADU’s and affordable housing in general.  
 
UPDATE ON QUINCY STREET PURCHASE 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that additional appraisals are pending, but that a number of property 
owners had expressed interest in selling. Five to six lots are needed to make the 
redevelopment viable. Mr. Barnhart noted that he continues to explore possible State 
financing for the project.  
 
DISCUSSION OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
 
Mr. Grathwohl said the proposed application seems to meet the requirements. Mr. 
Barnhart said that he would distribute it to some potential development partners for 
feedback. He will report back any suggested changes or areas that need to be clarified.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the hearing is continuing on 5545 Park Avenue. Mr. Barnhart 
reported that the overall moratorium count has not changed much since the December 
report.  
 
Mr. Barnhart indicated that discussions are continuing regarding 461 Mill Hill Terrace, 
but that there are no details on any future development plans at present.. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday February 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Gretchen Goethner 
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