
 
 

Fairfield CARES Community Coalition Meeting 

 by Zoom Meeting and in-person in the 

Board of Education Conference Room,  

2nd Fl. 501 Kings Hwy E. Fairfield, 06825 

December 21, 2022 at 8:30 -10:00 am 

 
In Attendance: 

In room: Co-Chair Philip Dwyer (Civic/Volunteer Org), Cathy Hazlet (Staff), Cristin McCarthy Vahey (State 

Representative, Parent), Annalise Caron, PhD (Parent, Health Care), Tom Hennessey (Parent) 

On Zoom: Reini Knorr (Media), Wendy Bentivegna (community member), Henry Yoon, MD (Healthcare, Parent), 

Julie DiMarco (Fairfield Human Services/Local Gov’t), Dawn Grodski (community member), Santina Jaronko 

(Health Department), Bernadette Coppola (Business/community member), Kaitlin Comet (The Hub/Other Substance 

Prevention Org), Andrea Flynn (Parent, Schools), Vicki Gustafson (Kiwanis Club, Civic/Volunteer organization), 

Katherine Kim (Community Member), Julie DeMarco (Local Gov’t), Steve Bogan (Parent, Will to Live 

Foundation), Scott Jarzombek (Fairfield Public Library, Local Gov’t), Christine Vitale (BOE), Digna Marte (D.E.I., 

Fairfield Public Schools); Beth Leach (Ffld Law Enforcement), Bill Gerber (Community Member), Donna Fletcher 

(Child and Family Guidance Center), Rachel Kovacic (Operation Hope/Civic) 

 

Welcome & Call Meeting to Order: Phil Dwyer called the meeting to order at 8:35.  

 

Approval of November Meeting Minutes:  Phil Dwyer approved the November meeting minutes as presented by 

unanimous consent. 

 

Program Director’s Report:  Cathey Hazlett highlighted a number of items in the Program Director’s report 

including:  a) the successful freshman forum, b) the ETips to educated alcoholic beverage servers on CT’s alcohol 

laws (with 20 passports for online training), and c) updates on the Mentoring program at Riverfield Elementary.   

 

Giving Tuesday Results- Final number is $1413.  Discussed factors influencing the relatively low donation level.  

Vicki Gustavson and Phil Dwyer encouraged people to give before the end of the year.  Tom Hennessey noted that 

the site is still acting and can be shared on social media. 

 

BOE Approval of 2023 Student Survey : 

Phil Dwyer offered opening comments and offered an opportunity for each member of the Coalition to speak about 

the process and result of getting the 2023 Student Survey approved.  He summarized that in prior years terms used to 

describe the LGBTQ+ community had been used with the survey being approved unanimously. However, this year, 

there were not sufficient votes to approve the survey as presented.  Given the importance of having the survey 

approved, an amendment was put forth to ensure majority support in the BOE vote.  Phil summarized that some in 

the coalition felt that we should stay the course and insist the questions stay the same.  If not, we are contributing to 

their marginalization.  Others in the coalition felt that continued conversation and focus on this would cause more 

concern, and getting the survey approved and the data was more important, even with the amendment. Phil reported 

that no one he spoke to in the Coalition believed that putting those words in a survey would do harm.  

 



Following this opening of the discussion, Phil invited each Coalition member to speak about their perspectives about 

the process, result, & things to think about for the future.  There were differences of opinion re: whether or not the 

amendment should have happened, how this impacts the LGBTQ+ community, and questions about the age range.  

Additionally, a number of Coalition members indicated that parent education and parent access is very important.  

 

Meeting Schedule for 2023: 

Phil Dwyer reviewed the dates for the meetings.  Cristen McCarthy noted the leadership meeting for July 3rd might 

be hard for some to attend the day before the July 4th holiday.  Phil Dwyer put for the motion to change the date of 

the July 2023 Leadership meeting to 7/10/23.   Annalise Caron seconded the motion.  Unanimous approval.  Date is 

changed. 

 

Annual Meeting Speaker Considerations:   

Reini Knorr announced that Fairfield CARES has space reserved at Tomlinson Middle School on the third 

Wednesday in May 2023. Reini discussed possibly approaching Eli Lebowitz, PhD to speak. All in the coalition 

were encouraged to review the annual meeting speaker ideas document and email Reini and Cathy with 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd preferences.  

 

Vaping Work Group Discussed Initiatives: 

The Vaping work grouo met last week to discuss initiatives.  The Health Department will partner with some 

initiatives.  Cathy added, we do have a list of 20 stores that sell e cigarettes (vapes), and do some education.  Theme 

of that outreach, “we ID everyone” to reduce sales to youth. 

 

Opioid Settlement Funds – Ideas for Use: 

Phil Dwyer asked Cathy Hazlett to keep track of any information that is put forth on the Opioid Settement Funds, so 

we can be part of the discussion of how that money might be well used.  

 

Review Fairfield CARES Brochure: 

Reviewed the Fairfield CARES brochure, and the need for a branded look.  Simple rack card, front and back – let 

people know who we are and what we are about.  Youth substance use, mental health & wellness.  Reini Knorr 

suggested that we add a QR code that links to our website and shows our social media presence.  Tom Hennessy 

discussed including things Fairfield CARES has already done in terms of engaging youth, collaborations, etc.  

Committee Updates 

-Data Committee:  Deferred to next meeting Jennifer Jacobsen is not present. 

 

-Educational Programming: Andrea Flynn -- Scared Straight for February, Screen Sanity (online program), and 

talk for parents at end of February (social worker) at Roger Ludlowe.   

 

-Youth: None at this time. 

 

-Sustainability: Vicki said there will be a meeting of the Task force.  Discussed plans to reach out to the public (re: 

awareness & donations).   Cathy reminded of Fairfield County Giving Day which comes in February. 

 

Announcements from Coalition Members 

Cristin McCarthy Vahey – thank you to Andrea and everyone that organized the Gizmo event.   

Phil thanked everyone for the wide-ranging conversations in today’s meeting.  

 

Adjournment  Phil Dwyer adjourned the meeting at 10:03am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annalise Caron 

Secretary, Fairfield CARES 

 


