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Asad Syed speaks in favor of placing a solar carport at Burr Elementary as students give testimony during the Board of Selectmen 
meeting.  Looking on are Nathan Levieff, Forrest Hendler and Ed Boman, Fairfield's Assistant Director of Public Works. 
 

No one was sure which way the vote would go for the Burr Solar Carport 
installation at the 6/19 Board of Selectmen meeting. It made for exciting, and inspiring 
viewing.  Although four other solar installations had been approved at the prior BoS 
meeting, one selectman was on the fence about Burr so the vote on that was 
postponed. So this time, Fairfield students, from middle school through college, came to 
give testimony in support of the project.  They were kids acutely aware of our climate 
crisis and its effect on their future.  They spoke eloquently, and they had done their 
homework.   
 

Fairfielder Ioanna Karageorge, a student at Boston University studying 
environmental analysis and policy and marine science, interning this summer with 
Sustainable Fairfield Task Force, said that technology in renewable energy had brought 
us to this point, and invoked the need to accept change. “We need to embrace these 
types of structures as part of the new urban landscape.  Away with smokestacks and 
cooling towers and in with carports and wind turbines.” 



 
 

Asad Syed felt that it was important for kids to grow up with these energy saving 
systems around their schools and “hopes that the BoS approves all future carports.”  
 

Nathan Levieff, along with another recent Burr alumni, extolled the STEAM  
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) lesson the project would 
bring.  “It will help prepare the students of Burr, including my sister Sophie, for what’s 
next, and inspire the students for the future. There’s no mistaking the solar in our town. I 
can’t think of a better show and tell than solar carports at all the Fairfield schools,” he 
said.  
 

Forrest Hendler, who represented Fairfield in the Odyssey of the Mind Nationals, 
said. “I see how our town is using the same forward thinking ideas to help power our 
school – using clean, renewable energy while providing educational, economic and 
inspirational benefits that teach our children well.”  

 
 Daniel Vahey said “With energy being a massive chunk of our fossil 
fuel emissions, it’s time to lesson our dependence on such fossil fuels. 
We cannot solve a crisis without treating it as a crisis.” Invoking the 
words of 16-year-old climate change leader Greta Thunburg, he said, 
“We must act as if the house is on fire.”  He continued, “We must act to 
conserve the only planet that we have. “  
 
Lena Kufferman said that Fairfield is “one of the 

richest towns, and one of the most able towns to contribute in this 
country, so what I say we do is to contribute to a more 
environmental and economic society: in Connecticut, in 
America and across the world. We know that the environment is a 
very, very pressing issue, and it is in our hands and now your hands 
to make a positive decision.” 
 

Ioanna Karageorge speaks on behalf of the solar carport installation at Burr Elementary during the Board of Selectmen 
Meeting. Sitting L-R: Ed Bateson, Mike Tetreau and Chris Tymniak  
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Daniel’s father Brian, who had been tapped for a ride to the meeting, decided 
along the way, “I believe in that too – and I think I’ll speak as well.  He noted that his 
interests were twofold: “I’m a taxpayer. So from an economic perspective this is a long-
term investment. Anything that pays for itself, and gives us some stability in our electric 
bills, I think that speaks to both sides of the aisle and is something we should definitely 
be doing.  From an ecological standpoint, we live in a closed system. It’s called the 
Earth.  From where I stand anything we can do to become carbon neutral or zero impact 
is something we all should do, and as Lena already expressed, we live in a place where 
we can do that.”   
 

Indeed it is. The Board voted 2-1 in favor of the Burr project.  
 

Ed Boman, Assistant Director of Public Works for Fairfield, said later of the vote, 
“That’s what we needed to turn the corner – was the kids.”  He noted that the solar 
installations in Roger Ludlowe Middle School, the Transfer Station and the Bigelow 
Center for Senior Activities would begin this year, with Holland Hill postponed till next 
year due to ongoing construction. “After this we will have 37 solar installations on public 
buildings.  That’s more than anyone in the state,” he said proudly. 
 

First Selectman Mike Tetreau noted later “I thought our students who spoke were 
outstanding. They were articulate, passionate and informed on the issues.  They 
seemed to be very aware and concerned about the environment.” 
 

 
After the approval of a solar carport installation at Burr Elementary, Fairfield students who presented  their views in favor of the 
project assembled outside Sullivan Independence Hall.  L-R: Lena Hufferman, Forrest Hendler, Daniel Vahey, Asad Syed, Ioanna 
Karageorge and Nathan Levieff. 


