
From: Pamela Iacono [mailto:pamelaiacono4fairfield@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 11:19 AM 
To: ffldrtm@gmail.com 
Cc: Browne, Betsy; Griffin, Kathleen; Title, Dr. David; Dwyer, Philip 
Subject: Budget: Response to BOE Budget inquiries 

Dear Ms. Iacono, 

The following responses to RTM member questions regarding the 2015-2016 BOE Budget are being 

sent on behalf of Dr. Title: 

1.       Impact of Teachers’ Contract Increase on 2015-2016 Budget  (see attached) 

2.       Question from Rep. Jacob: 

Is Pre-K public-school education and bus transport an official CT state mandate?  If yes, when was it 

enacted? 

Answer:  

Pre-K is mandated only for students with disabilities from their third birthday.  Transportation for 

these students is also mandated. 

The Board of Education must also comply with the state’s racial imbalance statute.  A single 

school’s minority population cannot be substantially larger than the district as a whole.  To comply 

with this statute the Board must implement a racial imbalance plan to ensure that McKinley school 

stays in racial balance.  This plan is approved by the State Board of Education.  Changes to this plan 

must be approved by the State Board of Education.  The local BOE cannot unilaterally change this 

Plan. 

Fairfield’s plan for racial imbalance involves offering a Pre-K program at Burr and Dwight schools, 

to entice McKinley students to attend these schools and improve McKinley’s racial imbalance.  This 

is not the only way to solve the problem but it is currently the one the Board has chosen.  While Pre-

K and its transportation to these programs is not mandated by statute, maintaining a racial imbalance 

plan is required.  The racial imbalance statute was enacted in the late 1960’s. 

Students who can afford to pay tuition for this program do so.  For those with financial hardship, 

they pay either half-tuition or no tuition.  Transportation is provided only to students with financial 

hardship.  Full tuition students do not get transportation. 

Running the Pre-K programs as a way to meet the racial imbalance mandate is the least intrusive and 

financially feasible way to solve this problem.  Each year, the State reviews our results and our plan 

and may ask for an update.  At that time, the Board may need to take additional steps to remedy the 

racial imbalance at McKinley.  No other schools in Fairfield are out of racial balance as defined in 

the statute. 

Transportation for all students in grades K-12 is mandated by statute.  I cannot tell you when this 

statute was enacted – at least fifty years ago. 

3.       Question from Rep. Meyer: 



I would like to have Dr. Title to follow up with the specifics for Security Mandates page and number from 

the BOE budget. 

Answer: 

Page 81, at the very bottom, identifies the account name and number with the total funding request. 

Pages 42 and 43 provide a description for the account. 

Please use this link for information on the state statute: 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/ACT/PA/2013PA-00003-R00SB-01160-PA.htm  

4.       Question from Rep. McCarthy: 

On page 123, both School Admin and Certified Support are increasing by one under each account code 62 

Pupil Personnel Svcs.  Can we get an explanation as to what the responsibilities of these newly created 

positions are?  Is this a net increase of 2 administrators? 

Answer: 

Yes, this is in the budget book pages 155 and 156. 

5.       Question from Rep. Perugini: 

At the middle and high school levels, how many students are junior varsity or varsity athletes?  And, are 

those students required to participate in physical education? 

Answer: 

Please see the attached sheet on Athletic Participation. 

6.        For information on mandates, please use the following link: 

http://cga.ct.gov/ed/tfs%5C20131204_Education%20Mandate%20Relief%20Task%20Force%5C20131

204/OLR%20Report%20on%20Education%20Mandates%20on%20Local%20School%20Districts.pdf  

Sincerely, 

Meg Brown 

Administrative Assistant to 
Dr. David Title, Superintendent 
Fairfield Public Schools 
(203) 255-8371 
Mbrown5@fairfieldschools.org 
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STUDENT	PARTICIPATION	

Number of Students Participating in Activities

High School Athletics
857
738
857

Fall Sports (37 Teams)
Winter Sports (29 Teams)
Spring Sports (45 Teams)

High School
Music

250+
260+
265+

Choral 
Orchestra 
Band, Jazz, or Wind Ensembles 

High School 
Extracurricular 

1943 Clubs and Service 
Organizations (140 Clubs)

Town–wide
Art Show

950+ Exhibits at Pequot Library
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