
   

  Page 1 of 2 
   

 

 

Town of Fairfield                                      March 2017 
 

Shellfish Commission 
 

Greetings Shellfisher, 

A belated Happy 2017 to you. While it may still be winter, the Shellfish 
Commission has been keeping quite busy over the past few months. We 
would like to take the opportunity to catch you up on some of our news. 

Please be sure to get down to the Conservation Department at Sullivan 
Independence Hall in town to get your 2017 shellfishing permit if you 
haven’t already. For those of you who renewed your permit through our 
year-end, mail-in renewal process, we hope you enjoyed the convenience 
this provided. Please visit us often on Facebook for bed closures and 
openings and for other shellfish related news and information.  

Thank you for your support. We’ll see you at the shore… 

Sincerely, 

John Short, Chairman 

Town of Fairfield Shellfish Commission 
  

 

A Big Thank You! 

At the close of 2016, Chairman, Bob Bilek, and Vice Chairman, Sandy 
Wakeman, completed their terms and service on the Shellfish Commission. We 
thank them for their many years of service and guidance while on the 
Commission and wish them all the best. We look forward to seeing them at 
Sasco Beach. We welcome Michael Harwood and Eric Johnson as new 
members of the Shellfish Commission. 

 

Shellfish Commission’s New Boat  

It’s official! The name of the new Commission boat is….Aww Shucks. Thank you 
to everyone who participated by providing their clever ideas via Facebook and 
email.  

 

 

 

Save the Date 

June 17 

Annual Clam Clinic 

10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Sasco Hill Beach, Fairfield 
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Oyster Bed Project Update  

To continue on with last year’s progress on building a natural oyster bed at 
Sasco Hill Beach, the Commission has collected over 20,000 pounds of recycled 
oyster shell to date! The shell serves as a substrate for new oyster growth and 
is also used to collect oyster spat. Sixty bags of oyster shell were hung off the 
docks in Southport Harbor in July 2016 to facilitate the collection of spat from 
the summer spawning season. We were successful with this effort and will 
continue to monitor the recruitment of oyster spat this year. The recycled shell 
collection efforts are headed by Tim Macklin of the Shellfish Commission and 
include weekly pick-ups currently from four area restaurants. 

 

2017 Clam Clinic  

We will be holding our annual Clam Clinic for Fairfield residents on Saturday, 
June 17, at Sasco Hill Beach from 10:30am – 12:30pm, rain or shine. Learn how 
to clam, sample chowders, find painted clams for prizes, learn all about shellfish 
and their positive environmental impact, and take home your harvest. It’s fun 
for all ages – the kids especially love it! Rakes and buckets will be provided. No 
permit is necessary for the event but permits will be for sale for future use. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact us at 
shellfishcommission@fairfieldct.org.  

 

Ways to Stay Informed and In Touch… 

Email us: shellfishcommission@fairfieldct.org 

Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fairfieldshellfishcommission 

Our Website: www.fairfieldct.org/shellfishcommission 

Conservation Department – 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield   203.256.3071 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


